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m Abstract

A Study on 'The National Drama Company
~Focused on Their Establishment and Myong—dong Era

Kim, Sung-hee

The National Drama Company was the only arm of the National Theater that was
established simultaneously with the theater, among its various accompaniments. The company
which was established in April 1950 has been engaged in numerous performances for the last
half a century. This study reviewed its activities for the period (from April 1950 to August
1973) until the National Theater moved from Myong-dong to Jangchung-dong.

The backgrounds and activities of the National Drama Company founded to promote the
cause national art can be reviewed in five eras: (1) era of ‘Shinheup(A1&) from April 1950
to June 1957; (2) era of 'National Drama Company' from June 1957 to May 1959; (3) era
of 'Shinheup(31&)' and 'Mnggeﬂd?l‘g‘)‘ from October 1959 to December 1961; (4) era of
Myong-dong 'National Drama Company from January 1962 to July 1973; (5) era of
Jangchung-dong 'National Drama Company' from August 1973 to present.

Uneil its Jangchung—dong era, the 'National Drama Company' had been engaged in the
performances centered about Korean dramas for about 23 years, and particularly, endeavored to
find new playwrights. The 49 Korean dramas accounted for about 73% of its total 67 dramas,
which proves that the company had contributed greatly to development of nation's modern
Korean drama art. On the other hand, it is a regret that the National Drama Company who
were obliged to perform nation's highest—quality dramas had worked like an workshop for new
playwrights or immarure drama laboratory.
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When the operation of the National Drama Company was reviewed, it was found that
members of the company were paid regularly but intermittently and therefore, were not assured
of their living cost. Moreover, there were found various problems such as bureaucratic
management, poor budget and lower—quality performance thereof, impromptu selection of
repertory.

Besides, the National Drama Company depended too much on the financial subsidies from
the government, neglecting positive marketing or planning for audience, and in some cases,
complied with the request from the government to produce propaganda dramas. Hence, the

National Drama Company was little auronomous in its planning, much less representing nation's

quality art.



