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® Abstract

Sexual Politics of Yosong Kukkuk during 1950s in Korea

Back, Hyun-mi

Yosong Kukkuk, all~female troupes, is a popular drama and a sort of Changguk which has
been made on the basis of traditional Korean opera, Pansori The female troupes really
commanded general popularity during 1950s in Korea, and have performed intermittently until
now since they emerged around the end of the 1940s. But the female troupes have been
criticized because of pursing visual appeal at the expense of musical artistry, without discussing
at length. But Yosong Kukkuk sets the stage for an exploration and analysis of the politics of
sexuality during 1950s in modern Korea. In this study, I analyzed Yosong Kukkuk during
1950s, the peak of its prosperity by the three ways, historical background, sexual politics, social
grounds of prosperity and decline.

There were two major momentﬁms in Yosong Kukkuk emerging. One momentum was the
tradition that women impersonated men in Korea. Shaman had played male role in Korean
shamanism. And women also had played male roles while singing in Pansori style some thirty
or more years before Yosong Kukkuk emerged. Specially, the performance method of Kisaeng
Chohap during 1910s and 1920s was almost the same as Yosong Kukkuk. The influence of
the Japanese all-female troupes including Takarazuka was another momentum.

I speculated about sexuality politics that serves to interrogate the naturaliéed dualities of
male and female, masculine and feminine. Most of repertories in Yosong Kukkuk were popular
newly-composed historical dramas. The content of these repertories showed the persistence of

the dominant sex—gender ideology, which views females as objects of male desire and not the
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subjects of their own desire. But Yosong Kukkuk also transgressed against the dominant
sex-gender ideology through the impersonation of male by female actors. Yosong Kukkuk
symbolized the problematic ambivalence of female and male sexuality, and constituted a type
of strategic ambivalence, that is, they create bodies capable of being read or understood in
more than one way.

The process of Yosong Kukkuk's prosperity and decline was related to the change of social
circurnstances. Yosong Kukkuk was in prosperity through nostalgia for tradition during 1950s
when urbanization and the influence of America culture was started in Korea, and rapidly

declined as views on tradition and female has been changed in modernization.



