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® ahstract

A study on 'Samroir/(Three old men), the Korean-Chinese

play in Yanbian Prefecture
[ ]

Kim, Jae-suk

Samroin A2 ) is a skit in which only three old men appear and lead the story. It is also
unique in that Semrin is shown only in Yanbian prefecture. Smaroin is known to have been
presented for the first time at Hwaryonghyun(31%-3)), in January, 1950. The members of
Yanbian literary art group including Wonjusam(-215=2}), created the story and performed it
in the rural community. As the time passed, it gained popularity and was fixed as the title
of Sammoin.

Though Samroin is short in presentation time and has not splendid thing enough to see. it
was much loved by the peasants in Yanbian. The reasons why Samroin was so much loved can
be analyzed in two aspects. First it accomplished the aims of enlightenment and propaganda
faithfully and at the same time it did not make audience become serious. Second, it could be
presented everywhere because it needed not special setting and the performance was short.

The characters in Samroin play typical roles. one old man has negative point of view to the
specific matters and another old man has positive view. These two old men get to reveal the
kernel of the spedﬁc matters through quarreling. The third man plays 2 controlling role,
supporting the positive man and making the negative man reflect his point of view. According
to plays, there are sometimes two old men having positive point of view. In these cases, more
reasonable man plays a controlling role.

Plot in Samroin is also typical. Its story is composed of four parts; exposition, development,
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turning and catastrophe, it make the same function as introduction, development, turn and
conclusion in narrative. The reasons why the plot of Semroin gets typical are thar the
presentation time was so short that the plot could not be complicated and the simple story was
more favorable in the presentation to the peasants who did not receive cultural training
sufficiently. The typicality in the plot makes audience know Swmrin has reconciliating ending
and watch this play with light mood.

Because the presentation time is short and the function of characters and plot are typical,
Samroin is likely to become a monotonous play. But it arouse audience’s interest by means of
dramaturgy which incites audience's activity; audience brought into the play as characters, the
exciting songs and dances are used in the play and the characters go on talking interesting
words.

The ideal factors in enlightenment and propaganda play are like these; the subject matter
is realistic and is apt to be found and chosen in the spot, the play does not cost too much
expense, it can be presented everywhere, and it gives much enjoyment to audience. In this
terms, Samyoin has the great value in the history of korean chinese play in Yanbian Prefecture,
in that it creates new methods which maximize the effect of enlightenment and propagaﬁda,

mazking use of the past dramatic method.



