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m Abstract

A Study of the Drama Movement in the 1960s

Paek, Ro-ra

The goal of this study is to overlook how the drama movement has evolved as the social
and political situation changed, considering that the drama in the 1960s implied a transition
to the modern drama.

Like other contemporary cultural movements, the drama movement in the 1960s could not
be out of the revolution on April 19th and the coup de tat on May 16th. What it did for
the first time after the military regime launched was to organize the Association of Korean
Culrure and Are. Integrating the entire art fields into one, this organization brought up many
problems in that it dismissed the independent art groups and was government—made.

The great theme of the establishment of the nationalistic drama was in agreement with the
interest of the government whicH tried to find the connection between the public and the
drama field. That's why people in the drama field mostly focused on both government—oriented
drama movement and reinvigoration of the traditional drama, led by the National Theater from
the beginning of the 1960s.

The public in the 1960s, however, was different from that in the 1950s. Based on
individualism and affected by the western culture through mass media, the public demanded
various esthetic experiences after the revolution on April 19th. From the middle of the 1960,
accordingly, the movement of popularization of drama became to be a main theme in the
drama field.

The previous drama groups including the national drama group could not make sure which
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they should do, the establishment of the nationalistic drama or the movement of popularization
of drama. That was because their objective didn't fit the desire of the public. Whereas ignoring
both government—oriented drama led by the National Theater and the movement of traditional
drama as a event culture, the public was fascinated by amateur groups who performed creative
drama and experimental drama. This change made people in the drama field rethink that they
should change their movement and accept new people.

The drama movement in the 1960s can be summarized by the movements of traditional
drama, National Theater and Drama Center-led drama, popularization of drama, and
experimental drama. The movement of traditional drama had a limitation that it met the policy
of the government and too much focused on event—oriented performance. However, it partly
succeeded in bridging to the modern drama in the end of the 1960s. The National Theatre
always had to be in the boundary of the cultural policy of the government and to consider the
popularity due to the lack of the budget. In result, the National Theatre had nothing to do
except for rent business. Nevertheless, it contributed to support the small drama theatre, to
explore the creative drama, and to educate new drama players.

Drama Center, opened under such expectations, was severely condemned for the management
difficulty and privatization of the representative, Chi~Jin Yu. However, it contributed to drag
people's attention to traditional drama and to educate the new players, affecting the
1970s-and-after drama field.

On the other hand, the most controversial problem was the movement of popularization of
drama. Drama field was divided into Academic drama-oriented side and people—oriented side.
This kind of change itself was important in that it meant the transition to drama for the
pleasure of people, from drama for the education of people. A experimental drama and a
creative drama performed by amateur groups met the demand of people.

The drama in the 1960s had a limitation of its performance due to governmental control
such as performance law and censorship. However, it contained explicitly transitional
characteristics in that it expanded its genres to musical, salon drama, mono drama, drama for

children, and comic drama.



