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m Abstract

A Study on postcoloniality of 1970s' drama

—focussing on 'Matangkeuk' of Kim, Chi=Ha and Whang, Seuk—Young

Park, Myeong-jin

The aim of this thesis is to examine 'postcoloniality’ presented in 'Matangkeuk. Especially,
this study will focus on Kim, Chi-Ha and Whang, Seuk-Young's plays in 1970s.

1970s was the period 'Matangkeuk' had begun, and the time when the radical moveroent
of the student spreaded far and wide. 'Matangkeuk' operated powerfully on the nationalism
against the neo-colonfalism. Therefore, the aim of 'Matangkeuk' was to establish the
postcoloniality in order to overcome the subordinate relationship between Korea and Japan.

"2 o, Kim, Chi-Ha's play, concentrates upon the problem of the economic
invasion of Korea by Japan, and deals with the theme on the pride and identity of Korean
People and History. In this play, the dramatist regards the nationalism as the key to obtain
the freedom from Japanese domination over Korea. But his thought is exclusive to the 'other,
that is, neo-imperial Japan and America.

"tZ-E0]", Whang, Seuk-Young's play, focuses upon the binary system of the 'center' vs
'periphery. To bring this problem means to product the 'national allegory’ about the third
world. Whang's characters plays an important role in establishing the image of the ‘Subaltern'
named s 'min-jung(¥1%)' in South Korea during 1970s-1980s. During this period,
Matangkeuk' was regarded as the most powerful methode to de-construct and destroy the
neo—imperialist's purpose and project.

If the binary opposition between the Imperial and postcolonial nation can de-constructed,
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just the same is true of the opposition between those other virulently metaphysical forms of
identity. Unfortunately, the aesthetic fearure and ideology of 'Matangkeuk' is in danger of
unconscious imitating imperial narration, although it attempts to destroy neo—colonial ideology

and discourse.



