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= ABSTRACT

The Meanings of ‘Gokdoogaksinorum’ and the
Limitations of the Meanings

Kim, Ik-doo

The purpose of this research is to reveal the meanings of ‘Gokdoogaksinorum’ —the
traditional puppet play in Korea—and the socio—historical limitation of the meanings. As
of now, the interpretation of meanings of ‘Gokdoogaksinorum’ has been nothing but
summerizing of the ‘story’.

First, when I examined the various versions of ‘Gokdoogaksinorum’ that have been
atranged by researchers, I found the following problems: the arbitrary division of acts and
scenes without considering the inner organic structure of the work itself, the disharmonious
namings of acts and scenes with the inmer organic structure of the work, and the
misrecognizing ‘sanbazi(XFRFC]Y as a kind of character.

Secondly, in order to minimize the misreading and deflection of meanings due to
distinctions of various versions, I analyzed all the action—motives of various versions of
‘Gokdoogaksinorum® that have already been published, and drew the thirteen items of
common action—motives from those versions. And dividing the action-motives more
concretely, the story of ‘Gokdoogaksinorum’ is divided into twenty five items of events.

Thirdly, in interpreting these twenty five items of events, I found the following three
horizons of main themes: First, in this play, centering around the character of
‘Parkchumzi’, there is the horizon of meaning that reveals the collapse of self-identity of

the fallen ‘yangban’(the nobilicy), his wonderings, and his reestablishing of self-identity.
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Second, centeting around the character of ‘Hongdongzi’, there is the horizon of meaning
that reveals the world view of folk-democratic inter-survival, and it's capacity as the
subjectivity of a nation. Third, centering around the character of ‘Gokdoogaksi’, there is
the horizon of meaning that reveals feminism in this work and it's medieval limitations.

Fourthly, on the horizonr of meaning that is centered around the character of
‘Parkchumzi’, this play reveals that the scene of ‘building and breaking down temple’ is
not a ‘conversion to Buddism’ but a refusal of imported religions or ideas.

Fifthly, on the horizon of meaning that is centered around the character of
‘Hongdongzi’, this play reveals that the idea of this work can be related to the ideas of
‘donghak( 553’ and “Zungsan(8R1LIY.

Sixthly, on the horizon of meaning that is centered around the character of
‘Gokdoogaksi’, this play revéals that the [life of woman in post-Chosun society was

inprisoned deeply at the bottom of the medieval oppression.



