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= ABSTRACT

A Study on the North Korean Theatrical Production
and its Aesthetic Characteristics

Park, Young—jung

Any theatrical production in North Korea is not for commercial interests. All the
theatrical companies or professionals associated with theatrical activities are supported and
managed by North Korean authorities. Theatrical activities in North Korea could be
divided into several categories; theatre production, touring production, production abroad
and production encouraging economic activities.

Production encouraging economic activities, in particular, is very unfamiliar in South
Korean audience. As the name shows, it is a theatrical production raken place where
economic activities are going on in order to encourage workers to indulge in progress of
socialist economy. Theatre production is the same one we are accustomed to, which
attracts the audience to theatre and provide them a performance. However, the company
such as "The National Theatre(= HA=TH owns its of theatre so its production
condition is more settled down. This is more supportive to production if it is taken into
account that a large scale production is preferred in North Korea,

Aesthetic characteristics of North Korean theatre is well illustrated in "Sunghwangdang
Ay style performance. The content puts stress on the creation of independent
human kind based on 'Chuche Realism(Z=H|AFIT=2)). In the meantime, the form is
solely for reproduction of reality. Only positive characters are created in plays without any

dramatic conflict among dramatic characters because they should represent optimism of
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socialism. As a result, light comedy or authentic drama are prominent in North Korea.

It should be noted that theatre revolution took place since 1978 which resulted in
"Sunghwangdang("d )" style performance. There is not division of acts, instead,
'many-scenes formation CHA AT E A in which some important scenes are
connected and 'flowing dynamic stage(Z 52 TN connecting scenes smoothly are
begun to be introduced. In addition the role of chorus is emphasized which takes narrative

role by singing or narrating.



