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A Study on the influence of Japanese Sinpa-theatre on

the foundation of Korean modern literature

Yang, Seung-gook

This study is a trial to investigate the influence of Japanese Sinpa—theatre on the
foundation of Korean modern literature. As we know, Sinpa—theatre was one of the
representative theatrical styles of Japan from 1890s to 1910s, and it was most popular
theatre in Korea from 1912 to the beginning of 1920s. Korean Sinpa-theatre had
developed importing Japanese style. Therefore Japanese Sinpa-theatre influenced on Korean
Sinpa-theatre directly or indirectly, and might influence on the foundation of Korean
modern literature in 1910s.

We can conclude the influence of Japanese Sinpa—theatre on the foundation of Korean
modern literature in two ways. First, Japanese Sinpa-theatre had influenced on Korean
Sinpa-theatre, and then Korean Sinpa-theatre influenced on the foundation of Korean
modern literature. We can explain this aspect in that the scripts as literature of Korean
Sinpa-theatre could be formed and the novels could be dramatized, and it represented
modern system. Korean Sinpa-theatre was a performance based on the script like Japanese
Sinpa—theatre, and it could be developed as a result of professional dramatization.

Second, the adaprations of Japanese domestic novels, like <Ssang-ok-ru; 22>
<Jang-han-mong: “FEHE>, <Dan-Jang-rok: T-F=> influenced on Korean modern
literature. These were made chiefly by Jo, il-jas(Z= 2 Al]). We can notice the meaning of
triangles and reality of these adaptational works, and judge that the method of
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management of final ending of these works influenced much on the foundation of style of

Korean modern literature.
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