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A Study on the Musical Movement at Its Earlier Stage

in Korea

Kim, Sung-hee

The purpose of this study is to review the conditions, implications and limits of the
earlier musical movement in Korea around 1960's. The musical movement during this
period can be divided in large into two tendencies; the first tendency was an attempt to
introduce the American musical forms to re-create or translate them into local ones.
However, due to the lack of the musical performers well versed in performance, sing and
dance as well as the lack of the financial resources, such attempts were not much
successful.

The second tendency was the attempt to graft the American musical forms onto the
Korean traditional music and dance to establish a 'Koreanish musical'. It should be noted
that while the American style musicals were intermittently performed by various troupes,
the 'Koreanish musicals' were performed continuously and successfully by a specialized
musical troupe. "Yegreen Troupe” which was launched by some political motives to
counter North Korea's large sing and dance troupe attempted not to imitate the American
musicals blindly but to accommodate our tradition; in particular, the troupe attempted to
strike a harmony between the Korean traditional 'opera’ and the American musical.
Namely, they tried to create the musicals featuring the national emotion and the universal
nature. One of such efforts was "Sweet, Come to Me Stealthily'(1966), which is

appreciated as classic of our Korean musicals. Moreover, the professional manpower and
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production capacity fostered by the troupe have been succeeded by National Musical
Troupe and Seoul City Musical Company. In short, Yegreen Troupe demonstrated model

Korean musicals.
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