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An Introduction to North Korean Drama in the 1990s

Park, Young-jeong

The North Korea has experienced one of the most rapid changes since the
establishment of the state. First of all, the political leader was changed, and then suffered
severe  economic crisis, However, possibility of recovery was begun to be shown in 2000,
and there was a histotic South-North Summit in 2000 during the process.

North Korean dramatic works during the 1990s represented the social changes and will
of the political leader. In almost all the works, themes concerning how to make the Kim
Jong 1l regime solid were exclusively stressed, and how to overcome economic crisis came
to be another important theme, too.

In the meantime, there are also some dramatic works which represent changes on the
South-North relationship. One of the most notable example of this kind is so called
'National Opera. National Opera deals with contents of Korean traditional classical novels
in the form of Revolutionary Opera'. Instead of representing socialist ideologies, the opera
modifies traditional classical novels, such as 'The Story of Choonhyang, 'The Story of
Simchong', "The Story of Mrs. Park' and so on. These works can easily appreciated by the
general public because they are comparatively free from socialist ideologies.

In addition, it should be noted that there are also some works focusing on interests of
the young people, for instance, love stories. This must have something to do with the
establishment of Kim Jong Il regime, but also reveals some aspects of social change in
North Korea.

However, a fundamental change was not witnessed because socialist contents were not,
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in general, replaced since the 1970s. There is no change in that 'Sunghwangdang' of 1978
is the model of all the dramatic works, which is asserted to be a synthesis of all the

traditions of revolutionary dramatic works.
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