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Abstract

Negotiating Youth Romance and the Shift in Narrative
Strategies: Focusing on the Narration in JTBC's
“Nevertheless’(2021) and SBS's “Our Beloved
Summer’(2022)

Jang Jiseon

The purpose of this study is to explore the changes in drama that have emerged in a
multimedia environment. First, it examines how the shift to internet-based viewing has
altered traditional viewing methods. Additionally, amid the genre differentiation that began
in earnest with the rise of web dramas, the production and distribution of youth romance
dramas have embraced hyperrealism as a contemporary trend. This study pays particular
attention to the narrative techniques employed as both a storytelling and aesthetic strategy,
and analyzes how they differ from traditional narrative approaches. As a result, it aims to
move beyond the hierarchical distinctions between television dramas, web dramas, and
OTT dramas, identifying the identity of dramas that exist through mutual negotiations
between different media platforms. JTBCs “Newerthless”(2021) and SBS's “Owr beloved
summer’(2022) serve as key examples, illustrating how television dramas have evolved within
a multimedia environment while maintaining the classical broadcast format. These two
works share several common characteristics in terms of production methods, content
distribution, and narrative structure. They are particularly notable for adhering to the
conventions of episodic composition, frequent use of voice-over narration, and romance
narratives that emphasize the economic disparity between male and female protagonists.

This focus on economic inequality should be closely analyzed as a narrative strategy that
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builds a sense of reality by connecting with the contemporary viewers' real-world concerns,

in tandem with the conventions of the youth romance genre.

Key words: hyperrealism, interior monologue, multimedia viewing environment,

narration, youth romance drama
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