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5) Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdc, Immediate, NODIS,
791203, Subject: Korea Focus; Meeting with Martial Law Administrator
Chung November 30.

6) The New York Times, Dec. 4, 1979.
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7) Ibid.

8) Telegram from Secstate Washdc to Amembassy Seoul, 791204, Subject:
Political Development in South Korea.

9) Telegram from Secstate Washdc to Amembassy Seoul, 791204, NODIS,
Subject: Korea Focus - Kim Tae-chung.
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10) Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Washdc, Immediate, 791214, Subject:
Need for Care in Characterizing December 12 Incident.

11) Telegram from Secstate Washdc to USDEL Secretaty Flash, White House
Flash 0000, Amembassy Seoul Flash, 791212, Subject: Military Power
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12) Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdc, Immediate, 791213,
Subject: Younger ROK Officers Grab Power Positions.
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22) Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdc, Immediate, 791228,
Subject: Korea Focus - Relations with ROK Military.

23) Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdc Immediate, 791028,
Subject: Initial Reflections on Post—Park Chung Hee Situation in Korea.
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24) Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdc Immedate, 791228,
Subject: Second Look at December 12 Incident.
Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdc Immediate,791228,
Subject: Korea Focus - Relations with ROK Military.
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el el L olole] A Bo st olel
3 of Aol that ol=el @ &
2]XI= X2 Z(Richard Holbrook) 0] ol
puol J|Ate|ZAE ettt 1k Jpke Aol dito] &
WA EOH 9tdo] F& =2 oA BeTAA] LT 9
Zlo]tH(Fuji Kamiya 1980, 744-753). o] &2 19799 10€ 9¢ gt
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7} rolRel S YA st Bl olote WYl A e o

E:-'D
L
ofm

s i ol A
L 2 24 [o

25) Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdc Immediate, 791028,
Subject: Initial Reflections on Post-Park Chung Hee Situation in Korea.

26) TEoldE, | 1979/10/15 A= wl=o] gholl A o]9o] & uizpA|wk F
S FE A F dvhe Fehd #dARY] e 18 BESEA Q.
olg#] F(FNA(H)E = Asfel SM(H] A= etr g2 3])o| o] Bl
o wel, % “%om E 3097 FEF Best Al ehe Be gt
WA, 9 WFERI Qi Sl g 29 AL glowy @ v
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2ot ot §5] 12-127AROE @S Mesto] oj=2 §h
A eio] A=A AP7t it A ARG dol| T2, 12-123A]
Broll AJ@sl, gr=qlut 2|45t Ed-2 HRe BRAX=AE D AHg]
ZHA A=59] HIAMolnr ©sst xgo|x|e] AWo] F|3AI] ¢A]
o %+ o= A=Rol ©@sd ARYS B/ 3t Aolnt
(Wickham 1999, 175-176). 22}o]AEl A= E3] |5} &9
SRR dAo] ARilel disgAE L3ches AFolN TP e
a9l %9 sttt &3]3ickCleysteen 1999). Z2to] AR TjA=
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4) 73t 0] REyRol A3 ol
U S USRI RIF 12-12A o] tfsl] A|&Aocg AAEZ AL
stol A1ER AjlRiolr] ARE A2 QAP o] S2YE o

= S Al
= WorE 7hs/de WiAE 2 flth2) ATRAE e AARE u= U
B B0l 2H]E ol nj=ute] #AGSEE H3o. o]2qgt
Aleo] A= ARAlEo7 ATAQl 3t ojgA] = o gt 1P}
Ao g ojojxict. o] Ao ool A At AHAlo] AAEAI7E &
g8 ool BgRCR JFE wE 2 e AKX oA € 5
ANSS Bt Wickham 1999, 56). olA & 7lIA AFdoA 7
At O] AHAI] g RIS AelAo] AIRHEE A=Aor A
UoHA] I 712 A83laS 4 &+ A

27) ool glojA WATL, 1) o] ehyolet 0T A, 2) A
s} AR Brl2gt )3, 3) cjelxel ol Ale). of A] 71X 4 o]
12127 to]l AYstal Rat 0102 BT olck. Jefut 2)9] LAk ¥ of
5 ASIAR ol JAN-FEA Fwo] 10| ofm, MTA-AS| A%
A 90lg md 2IIYAA a4tk Ao| BAAC(AAR 2010, 99)

28) The Washington Post, Dec. 19, 1979: m]=ro Algt3o] whilyl wu| o=
23] AAA; Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washde
Immedate, 791228, Subject: Second Look at December 12 Incident.;
Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdc Immediate, 791228,
Subject: Korea Focus — Relations with ROK Military.

29) The New York Times, Dec. 19, 1979.



6

O

1979 @bz Lhasio] 12127 H|EfRf. o M 2F

i

ofell 71tizte mgon], £ AERIHo] welA s o]So] of™ 4
slo] Al A=d 9ol gl ™ol =2 ol disiA e 25t
L Bo7|gct EAY A HOMT AHXALL A3g ZAARESZA
(1996 1€ 4)oflA ol=jst W&} wddsto] HlgHo= melstil
ACHT5-18 AFAPAR ]S, 2005, 22). A2 0]Fo] B of, 12-127At
Fojet 43 & AoE St WA EERAE TEEDT FRYLYL
olsiziont, FURLR olojd oz ®A: ot ook i
19954 129 1490299 o]l AYE el S A] morApAe]
AEAF K& A= o]2] AfAl

¢

=

ad

l‘lo
1
rO
il )

2 g, 2122A0700E) ol
obxl Hue YstuAt st PAIA lUrEJit ol oz wel

5
Of. obA2 Fqfoh tiEdusttialel BA|d/gol StFol 7= 0]
AlFe] ZI2ddolls 7hs/gol ot 152 Al wuddt
O2k WEsfsts 2E0ISS € 4 AT o HOA HORAE 7
=Y ofge tishA ofS o AMEE WEAshs Ales st N
(FEr= *d.;. 1993, 354). 159 A= FAYFH=Y A2 44
e ‘i } sl HoR Ve & Al=sit= B/t 7hsst
O Egh AlfA=ol gt 7] &ollA =2 Al FAH o Uk
She O%‘%LEHE% AldstaAl st Eelo] 3 gAEfles JloR &
QICHWickham 1999, 66).

ojafel =A4reh ARollA FAl et DA =R s BUANORE
SR A4tst Zdo Eﬂﬁﬂ et AlAE Agste] 2 Zdel ZF
doll g2 HolrTA O o Re a2 FRAMt Tt $4
A ASe AAlskL it AMEE SO BUWEFolR dS Aolx
7192t =3s uivketths Zlo]itHWickham 1999, 94). 2={ut oA
4 20T 2RAVIE S BAA gl Addoleks 0= Y
e GFAIEES et dRo] AtejolM =&fu= ZIM™ a3t diE
F A EWETY AESHE 53 2HoR Qs dYgoR HEHn



AR s =dAEo] digh 2
|

N I:H =
99-100). 917 Ab=Te] 9loF 22 AFe, AHlS WY F3 o] A
W} 12:1270Ek Wy Al Tt Aol e
AZEAO] olgh 324 ol
2 71e Selglee AARITE A7l
i ot 8 olfete AZRAol ARde 5oz s Al
Sof ohglt ARMoR YWY ARl AUT W OB cuMs
oL} olgt AR ARIA S5 | ohsh A7 ks oAl
o7l stk st oju] W
7 ARAIES] W0 WHR)S
Aotoz de tes el %
ot o et 0T FolA
d AZREAE 284 Ut lEge 7o b,

oleist W 7t 7l
sej uldol L2 fopsl
e g ¢

=
5 715 B

[

forju
r

ol

—
off
ﬂJlO 0.

ol

=
»
2

4 =L
o2 rlr o
oy o gt

ol —

= o0 g

2 M o o
2 b
iU AR )
NI
4T it o
=2 0 o
) rg O
£2 J
N =
S
it
i)
N

I
i
=i

Foon

off 4o
oft ox B 1% 2

S 1o opy mo X

oS A (Wickham 1999, 87). & Al+&

A
(e}
g HAA Qe
e Aokste oA TR HAtE Aolgints AL

2o 2

6) Aol et ¥ 3rher £ w
3 121227 S Folo] BUNoR FUS FUF ARY
Mol A BAfol ope ohn ikt AL o3 ¢RI o
2 5 }\ﬂ
l:‘]:l_]



197951 &t AlRsio] 121270 EfQ}. o Aldioloxdet 71

0] RIS X 8
2 olgslel 3k FIERARIL 12-122AFFH|E ALtS o] &)

o
ARA A= o] g5t

>
M
ez
o)
i
r\J
i)
=
wx
ox
i)
oz
=
>
o
o
o

2@ Zlojets e Umo] oA
150 AR FEHAPRE ATEE QPUL S I 4+ s

FFHS st (Wickham 1999, 93).

CFE @, AZRAIRY 2y Foebs 98s AZRAe] 03

o7 YEHe A st oAl Yoz MY
020 stold ARl AlTEAo] ohsf Bl S 2]

TP BTt 0lF ARolME 2 TUELS ofgstal 23t

S

S
I
T
T
lo
N
N
+
=|Ol:4“
6
L,
[e]]
ol
rlr
e
rg
H1
29,
")
o)
=
=
o
o
ol
-
o
S,
o
o
o)
rC
%)

A AEe 9ot Bleg ‘v (No) gty si22 uwisich T2
2fo]A” ARG 233k AJo]E dlojof SHA] ktS7t sk AU
ANSE of2] 1EiGHtWickham 1999, 78). o]2igt AP 0]=0]
o ol M-S AAAA TE AMEjo] Zidste AKX dH o=
siAEct. & /4o W&ot ATEE o] AHAEog vopso|n
dd™o=z QIS 7oz Helrh

30) The New York Times, Dec. 16, 1979.
31) The New York Times, Dec. 16, 1979.
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T AIFA Yol 9t o] AFEAUC] 2AE A WA Azt glo] §
A 7o) ohsh AHISC] Wit AAle] BARCE olge Eetz o
o2 sloig PR gt FT A 2 Ak D A
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IS HUAY 4
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WoE AT 12122 RCE e T AlElE ERE Foel ATRA
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Jejstel, o]Fe 12-127ClEpo] ofs) e dure bt ojal
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2 oPgEhAZlE WEro s MElRE Zlolch. 5, AIZRe] 93] Aue
T AN PUZ WwolSoln o3 1A Fo) UMY AL &
ol ke 22 m ARRAGA ARA ANES sl wee &
32) ol2fgt A2 U] /-2 ujgiARE Ato] @3 IF AR df Z2to]

A8 OARY] S EoA o] ¥ A

33) Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washde, 791219, Subject:
Telegram from Professor Choi and Response; Telegram from Secstate Washdc
to AmEmbassy Seoul, Immediate, NODIS, 791219, Subject: Korean Focus -
Amb. Kim (blank). o] ZH2oj|A] 0] 2L 0B F 2 Alelol] Cigh §H=y
20| SjMe PIEOR WA 2 Zoleks e 7 iAol SRz Jeid
o o} A WAy 02| P ARJY. WePE ke A E3 821 YA QReche A
= SHIAZICY 1 igetoen Aleje] of opge] wels Al g2 HoiEY

34) Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdc Immediate,
791228, Subject: Second Look at December 12 Incident. The New
York Times, Dec. 16, 1979.
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Ald WA o] A A7k, 2ol thAbks o] wAof sk Af
Als] shigstior st 259 SR8 A UT.36)

Heol = A9 $84S FEoE & JASL UAE AT
FAH23 fAlSe] #EE2RE 24 e & 0] Al=Ro o5y
o2 s JHt =ujREoz Shchss) D52 121241 9
& Ashardol] dfd do7t e Bt AGARE TS dY-A=
ste dPgolM A1 B7tmeh dollen], AMIEY s HeEFY
7S dA71ol Asia, gRlols e i mEtd 2diz 7Y
stA] @t AR 2 tl=S A58 WSt

A AMlES ddsl Solee Aot 0] ARE S AAIsH] Hsl
oj=of] Sle A-dAe e =ulg EAH9) AilS9 2
AistAon Aol =atRo] tidR= dS e itk ¢
4 AEE 5 FRAERE ARIEA Flshke el AREATE
Zo disf ol 2547t s ez d5ste sih o AR

35) Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdc, Immediate, NODIS, 791215,
Subject: Korea Focus - Discussion with MG(Major General) Chun Tu Hwan.

36) Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdce, Immediate, NODIS, 791215,
Subject: Korea Focus - Discussion with MGMajor General) Chun Tu Hwan.

37) & 44 ¥ LY FefolA”] 3|1 =04 AHR whEE|o] AgE 1 Qltt
38) Telegram from Secstate Washdc to Amembassy Seoul, Priority, 117573,
NODIS, CHEROKEE, 800503, Subject: Self-Deception by ROK Military.

39) Telegram, Ibid, Subject: Self-Deception by ROK Military.
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40) Telegram from Secstate Washdc to Amembassy Seoul, Priority, 117573,
NODIS, CHEROKEE, 800503, Subject: Self-Deception by ROK Military.
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41) Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdc, Immediate,
791213, Subject: Young ROK Officers Grab Power Positions.
42) The New York Times, Dec. 15, 1979.
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1) o] grol HRE
- Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdc,
791207, Immediate, Subject: Political Development in South
Korea;

- Telegram from Secstate Washdc to Amembassy Seoul,
Priority, Subject: Weekly Status Report - Korea.

- Telegram from Secstate Washdc to Amembassy Seoul,
Immediate, NODIS, 791204, Subject: Korea Focus-Nudging
ROK Political Leaders

- Telegram from Secstate Washdc to Amembassy Seoul, Niact,
Immediate, NODIS, 791218, Subject: Korea Focus: General
Thoughts

- Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdc,
Immediate, NODIS 791218, Subject: My Meeting with Prime
Minister (QI3}2F 02 €9l =7} December (IMZH= =Rl &71).
- Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdc,
Immediate, NODIS, 791203, Subject: Korea Focus: Meeting
with Martial Law Administrator Chung November 30.

- Telegram from Secstate Washdc to Amembassy Seoul,
791204, Subject: Political Development in South Korea.

- Telegram from Secstate Washdc to Amembassy Seoul,
791204, NODIS, Subject: Korea Focus - Kim Tae-chung.

- Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Washdc, Immediate,
791214, Subject: Need for Care in Characterizing December
12 Incident.

- Telegram from Secstate Washdc to USDEL Secretaty Flash,
White House Flash 0000, Amembassy Seoul Flash, 791212,
Subject: Military Power Play in South Korea.

- Telegram from Amembassy Seoul to Secstate Washdc,
Immediate, 791213, Subject: Younger ROK Officers Grab
Power Positions.

- Telegram from Secstate Washdc to Amembassy Seoul, Niact,
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<Abstract>

The 12-12 Coup d'état of the New Military Faction in Korea
and the U.S. Government's 'Wait-and-See' Policy in 1979

Shin, Hyun-Ick * Oh, Young-Dahl
(Chungnam National University)

Right after the coup took place in Seoul on Dec. 12, 1979, the Carter
administration of the United States was alleged to maintain a policy of
"non-intervention," contrary to the American public opinion, for fear of
possible resistance from the chauvinistic Korean military and of a
possible second Iranization of the Korean people. In this context,
nobody was certain whether the United States was ready to pay the
cost for its attempt to turn the tables here or whether the political
leaders in Washington found it worthwhile to pay attention to the
power struggle within the Korean military. This assumption leads
naturally to the conclusion that the U.S. leaders apparently did not
want to intervene in the political upheaval in Korea to such an extent
as to further affect the reality. Satisfied with the status quo, the United
States’ leadership seemed to have recognized the new Korean military
leadership as the de facto power holders. It is evident that Washington
took a "wait-and-see' approach to carefully watch the new military
group in Korea, regarding it as a highly organized powerful group with
the ability to take care of state affairs on its own, as a pro-Washington
organization, and as a group with potential to safeguard and protect
security and economic interests of the United States in Northeast Asia.
Washington's decision to adopt a "non-intervention" policy, or a careful
"wait-and-see" approach, turned out to be decisively conducive to the
new military group in Korea putting an end to the upheaval without
remarkable resistance and pulling off a successful coup in the end.
Washington's "wait-and-see" approach resulted in supporting the stronger
side in a situation where the new military leadership had no rival to
compete with. Besides, it also seems that Washington sought to achieve
the 'largest effect with the minimum cost" based on the logic of
“jumping on the bandwagon by rooting for the top dog." As it turned
out, the United States toed the line for security and stability not to
cause trouble by intervening in the upheaval in Korea.

Keywords : Dec.12 coup, new military, military junta, nonintervention
wait-and-see policy



