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<Abstract>

Cultural comparison of Korea and Japan through
the Korean Wave

Kim, Dongha
(Pukyong National University)

A conflict over history, politics, diplomatic and economic between
South Korea and Japan is intensifying these days. Despite this
situation, K-pop idol groups which include Japanese members
are becoming very popular in South Korea. Meanwhile, Korean
dramas and K-pop are become popular again in Japan. This
means that although the relationship between the governments
of South Korea and Japan deteriorates, exchanges at the private
level continued. The Korean Wave made this situation. In 2004,
a Korean drama ‘Winter Sonata’ became very popular in Japan.
And this brought ‘the First Korean Wave Boom’ in Japan. Not
only that, it also had a significant impact on improving Japanese
perception of South Korea. Then, how did Korean Wave Boom
in Japan promoted an interaction between the two countries can
be a research project that is worthy to be considered. And also
need to study how it has led to the current K-pop boom in
Japan. It would be worth researching what cultural characteristics
were created between the two countries through the interaction.
In addition, in order to carry out these research tasks, this
study intends to approach in terms of intercultural communication.
Accordingly, this study proceeds as follows. First, contemplate
intercultural communication theories and research method. Next,
re-examinate early Korean Wave Boom that began with Winter
Sonata and analyze the current K-pop Boom in Japan. And
finally, compare the cultural characteristics of the two countries.

Keywords : Korean Wave, intercultural communication, cultural
comparison, Winter Sonata, K-pop



