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Abstract

A Study of Epistle Poems under the Japanese Colonization Period

Choi, Myoung-pyo

This study is the article that reviewed the epistle poems under the Japanese colonization period
and attempted to define the characteristics and categorize in styles. The letters modified in poetry
works have the narrator emerged and undertook the role of forwarding person. Narrator describes
the poetic emotion through letter that the letter functions and the part of the composition. A letter,
therefore, 1s the internal formation to capture the phenomenon of the world and grant the poetic
order for the poet. In this aspect, the epistle poem makes the letter type to re-formulate in lower
genre of poetry.

The epistle poem was popular around 1930s in three types. First, the single-type is the case of
making one letter from the beginning to ending. This is the type of full use for letter, and mostly
used the singular conversation method. Second, the exchange-type is the case of exchanging
letters with two or more people in one piece of work. This means to have the forwarding person
and receiving person appear as the narrators of each situation to exchange the fact or opinion on
specific incident or story. Third, the insert-type is the case of inserting the letter form in the
work partially to each other. This type facilitates the frame style composition and by facilitating
the letter’s efficacy, it has the strength of effectively disclosing the inner world of the characters.

The epistle poems are met with the literature popularization theory to broadly accepted as one
of the creative method of realism poems, and has been settled in effective poetic type to reflect the
controversies of the time by several poets including the members of KARP. Although the epistle
poem 1s omitted in the disputes of the short epic poetry, many poets of the time selected it as the
main style. The works to describe as the range of so-called short epic poetry are applicable to
this, and it has been clear to reduce quantitatively after the middle part of the time. However,
KARP committed the mistake of focusing more on leadership struggle among the constituents

rather than the literature works on laborers and farmers with its original intent of its literature

popularization theory.

*Key-words: epistle poems, short epic poetry, single-type, exchange-type, insert-type
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