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1. H/ATR 27 @ If [+high] then If [+high] then not

[
[+ATR] [-ATRI]
v, LO/ATR &7 : If [+low] then If [+low] then not
[-ATRI] [+ATR]

Q= F 7K 7389 #AE Jehdth 45220 o548 B 5939
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o &3t} 53] TH=ol= 2% If [+high] then [-ATRI/ If [+high]
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[Abstracts]

The Change of Vowel System and Featural
Combination Conditions in Middle Korean

Park, Jong—hee - Kwon, Pyong-ro

Vowel system in Middle Korean was interfaced with the features [[18]
and [[158] on the based of [E#i] as being directly interpreted in ‘FJNERIFE .
Accordingly it was essentialy needed to understand the phonetic and
phonological meanings of these terms correctly. Moreover the meaning of
a basic term [E#E] was important to establish the vowel system in Middle
Korean. In this paper I suggested that this term had to be understood as
a advanced tongue root. The tongue body was diagnally advanced and
heightened when the tongue root was advanced. This property could be
featuralized as [ATR] like a Proto-Siberian languages and a west african
languages.

The underlying vowel system of Middle Korean was composed of 4
vowels which was represented as I, U, A, i These 4 underlying vowels
was surfaced as 11, 12, —, -, T, -1, 1, } by being supplied a default
value and a floating value [ATR]. Among these 11 ,—, T, 1 were
classified as [+ATR], while 12 -, 1, | were classified as [~ATR] and
so they were made up a natural class. On the basis of this vowel system,
The [ATR] vowel harmony system was activated in Old Korean.

After that time, |1 and |2 were neutralized to | because a [ATR]
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contrast was disappeared at that position of this vowel system. Following
this event 1 and F, + and — were neutralized again. I also suggested
that the reason of this neutralization was a antagonistic relation of the
composal features [+ATR] and [-high]. Therefore the direction of

neutralization -+ >— was determined by this featural relation.

keywords : Vowel system of Middle Korean, Advanced tongue root,
Featural combination, Path condition, Antagonistic gestures, Grounded

Phonology, Direction of vowel change o > i.
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