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[Abstracts]

Young Children's Acquisition of Epistemic Modality
in Korean: A Longitudinal Approach,

Chang, Kyung—hee - Kim, Tae—kyung - Park, Saet—byeol

The use of modality markers is concerned with cognitive processes such
as knowing and thinking. This study investigate the developmental
sequence of Korean epistemic modality markers and the contextual
properties of them in the utterances of young children. 4 children aged 2
years were observed in interaction with their mothers for one year. Results
show that even though children may master the modality markers at
different ages, the order of their acquisition is very similar. In general,
children learn modality markers in such order; ‘~A|’, ‘-1’ > ““FF > “~Z-
> ‘]~ The order of morpheme acquisition seems to depend on syntactic
and semantic complexity as well as frequency of exposure. And learning
modality has stages from a simple expression in certain contexts to more
complex expression in the contexts including perception of an event or

inference.

keywords: first language acquisition, epistemic modality, language

development, longitudinal approach, morpheme acquisition
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