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[Abstracts]

A novel material Saemangeum Project aspects of the
Conflict Patterns

— With a focus on Waves Never Go to Sleep, the collection of Cho

Heon-yong's novels

A novel material Saemangeum businessconflict research

Kim, Eun—hye

(completed a doctoral course at Chonbuk National University)

The discourse about the Saemangeum Project has studied it in the
economical, environmental, engineering, and anthropological aspects. When
the project is turning into one of the critical issues and turning points in
Korean society in the 21st century, there rises a need to study it in the
literary aspect. This study set out to analyze the project as it was reflected
in novels.

The collection of Cho Heon-yong's series novels, Waves Never Go to
Sleep, tells the stories of the locals in the area and has total eight
medium-length and short stories. The writer captures the area of

Saemangeum "in the process” of the sea turning into the land. The stories
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reveal the following conflicts and struggles involved in the project: first,
there are conflicts over compensation money. Conflicts over the criteria and
recipients are repeatedly depicted among families and locals. Second, there
are struggles for survival as the working environment changes from the sea
to the land. Especially conflicts are rising between the government that
defines what is legal and what is illegal and the locals. Third, conflicts of
values happen between environment and development, and those conflicts
are connected to conflicts between survival and ideal and conflicts among
generations. Fourth, conflicts are caused as the village space is destroyed
and culture breaks down. And finally, solidarity and hope among the

residents are suggested as alternatives to those conflicts.

Key words: Compensation, Survival, conflicts of Saemangeum Project,
development and environment, solidarity, ecological novels, change in the

working environment, culture breakdown,
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