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{Abstracts)

Korean people's aesthetic perception and the way of
representation

Jang, Mi—yeong

Any expression on human life can be arranged and duplicated by a formal
frame. In the individual level, it points to the most of normal life style but,
in the level of social integration, it may be regarded as the condition which
makes it easier to reproduce a certain standard culture.

In this context, this study is to review how Korean people’s aesthetic
perception and representation comes out. In other words, this study aims to
find out the cause to control and moderate Korean people’s aesthetic
existence. It works for identifying and globalizing Korean culture.

Discussing the globalization of Korean culture is for finding the
possibility of overcoming the limit and simpleness of the racially
homogeneous nation. The life of such a homogeneous nation will become
weak under the gradual increasement of globalization. The globalization of
Korean culture will be presented through the continuous re-creation of
Korean culture. It can be done by the experimental groping which regards
Korean culture itself as the object of overcome and sublation. This study
aims to clarify the cause and the content.

The Ministry of Culture and Tourism, on July 26th 2006, made a public
announcement of 100 Korean cultural symbols. They are symbols
representing culture based on the sense of identity of Korean race from the

past to the present and include Taegeugki, Dokdo, King Sejong, Hangul and
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the street cheering.

The excavation of the cultural symbols of Korean culture is based on the
more fundamental insight than just finding the representing culture. Such
an insight is the result of interpreting the aesthetic existence as well as
understanding of the aesthetic and emotional world from the very beginning
of the occurrence in depth. The aesthetic existence accompanies the human
self-understanding in the more basic level than a simple behavior providing
human life with a certain form and characteristic.

The roman-fleuve "Honbul, of Choi Myeong-Hee is the master piece
expressing how a racial aesthetic perception relates to the truth of life itself
and acts in forming one person.

"Honbul, is recognized as a 'folk roman fleuve’ because it consists of the
folk materials and racial cultural symbols from title to contents table, from
the beginning to the end. A lot of racial cultural symbols are expressed in
a various time and place in the story. The writer Choi Myeong-Hee
scrutinized each folk material in a aesthetic way and put the emotional
sensibility into it finally sublimating in racial spirit, ie. the racial origin.

Many readers, critics and scholars admit that the historical, folk and
social materials in the story are Korean traditional culture and also admit
the writer's suggestion of 'my mother language is my spirit’ and 'the
reason for writing this story is the nostalgia toward my origin. It is evident
that the cultural symbols and its aesthetic perception presented in the story
are agreeable to all Korean people.

It is not desirable to modify Korean aesthetic perception and the way of
representation by concentrating on impatient globalization and easier
communication with other civilization. It is not good idea either to level
down or transform Korean culture in order to get closer to people by
focusing on succession and expansion of tradition.

The important thing for globalization of Korean culture is to think about

how to communicate without damaging the unique aesthetic perception and
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representation of Korean people and try to find a way of practice. The
globalization of Korean culture will become meaningful when the unique life
style and spirit is disseminated to the world and the value is recognized
worldwide. The final destination of globalization will be the very point to
make the people in other culture accept Korean culture voluntarily and

actively.

Keywords : aesthetic perception, the way of representation, cultural

symbols, symbolic words, the globalization, identifying
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