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[Abstracts)

Literature from the Theodicean Point of View

—Focused on “Raoul Biography” and “Cat Comes When It Isn't Called”

Shin, Ik—ho

The theodicy is a statement to plead God who is sued by people for the
suffering and evil in the world and stands in front of the court of the
reason. In the theological point of view, writers focus on making the
mysterious providence of God understood with the power of the faith in
order to explain God’s justification. In the literary point of view, on the
other hand, writers depict the realistic situation of human being who brings
out questions about absurd realities and incomprehensible providence of
God as a mortal being. In this respect, this paper tries to show the ways
the sceptical conflict and absurdity are overcome from the theodicean point
of view.

“Raoul Biography” shows that a fictional character called Raoul raises
questions about the providence and justice of God on the basis of rational
thought. It expresses the limitations of humans who have no choice but to
accept the providence and justice of God. Also, it implies that God's grace
goes with a man who doesn’t have a religion for the his own desire but
has a faith in God and lives the true life.

“Cat Comes When It Isn't Called” deals with the matter of christian
forgiveness. It criticizes implicitly the ministers’ tendency toward the
reality and their agony which doesn't give any help to christians who face
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and suffer from the absurd reality. Jeong Min, a main character, is a
portrait of a lonely man who poses questions about the existence, rebels
against the mysterious providence of God and falls into despair as a mortal

being.

key words : theodicy, fierceness, sincerity, absurdity, God's silence.
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