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[Abstract)

A Relationship Between Confucian
Discussions and Martyrdom

Suh, Junghwa

This study examined the types of suicide martyrdom that existed in
the Late Joseon Dynasty and Japanese Colonial Era and its historical
origin, and discussed that suicide martyrdom is closely correlated to
Confucian discourses.

In the Confucian culture, the will of fight was frequently demonstrated
through suicide at the change of dynasty or invasion of other countries,
and suicide settled as historical traditional and continued on ceaselessly
as praised in later generations. There were approximately 120 suicide
martyrs in the Late Joseon Dynasty and Japanese Colonial Era, and their
suicides may be related to the tradition in the previous times.

Suicide martyrdom in the Late Joseon Dynasty and Japanese Colonial
Era can be categorized into fast, taking poison, self-injury, leaping to
death, and other type. With an exception of suicide by poison, which was
not common in the previous times, the examples of figures for suicide
type and the cases of suicides that Confucian scholars facing national
crisis carried out are as follows.

Classic examples of suicide by fast include Baekyi({f#%) and Sa
BangdeukGit#if%), which can be found through the cases of Lee
Yangwon(Z570) - Neungseong Gu  clan(# Q) in Imjinwaeran War,
and Choi Hyoil(#£Z—) in Byeongjahoran War. Examples of suicide by
leaping include Gul Won(Ji)50) and No Jungryeon(£413), and suicides of
Park Jihwa(kMiZ#2), Kim Cheonil(%T$2), Ko Jonghu(&i{t)s), etc. during
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Imjinwaeran War may be mentioned. Examples of suicide by self-injury
include Wang Chok(L##) and Jeon Hoeng(Mifi#), and cases such as Kim
Sangyong(f9%¥), Song Siyoung(ARFE) who committed suicide when
Qing Dynasty captured Ganghwado, and Mrs. Lee, Mrs. Na, etc. may be
presented as evidence.

Suicide martyrdom in the Late Joseon Dynasty and Japanese Colonial
Era 1s in the continuum of historical tradition, and comments and actions
of suicide martyrs are closely correlated to the following Confucian
discourses. First, they are not irrelevant to the cultural consciousness of
Joseon that professed itself as the center of Chinese civilization since
Qing Dynasty. Second, they were the manifestation of patriotism to
sacrifice their lives in the national crisis. Third, they were the result of

consciousness to realize loyalty and preserve TaoGH) of Confucianism.

keyword : Confucian discourse, suicide martyrdom, late Joseon
dynasty - Japanese Colonial Era, cultural consiousness,
patriotism, preservation of Tao
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