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<ABSTRACT>

This research investigates the books published and stored at the seodangs( 27,
elementary schools in the Joseon Period. It has so far been controversial that the
seodangs could publish and store books on their own. As a result of examining the
collection of books published and stored at the seodangs, it can be concluded that:

Twenty titles of books were published by the seodangs in the Joseon Period. Subjects
covered collection of writings by Confucian scholars(8), Confucianism(5), genealogy(4),
history(2), and military science(1). The places of publication were Kyongsang
province(15), Chungcheong province(2) and Kang-won province(l). It is worth
important to note that 8 titles (5 Confucianism and 3 Collection of Writings by Confucian
Scholars) were published by Pukang seodang( /il Z%) in Cheongsong(F#4) District.
Therefore, this particular seodang’s publication which amounted to 40% of all, holds the
most important place in the seodangs’ publishing.

Books were engraved in the 15th century(l), 16th century(1), 17th century(1), 18th
century(1), late 19th century(10) and early 20th century(6). 13 titles were published on
wood blocks, and 7 titles with wooden movable types. While books on Confucianism
were published only by wood blocks, all of the genealogy books were published with
wooden movable types. The rest of them were published by both. Out of 13 titles
published on wood blocks, wood blocks of 8 titles are still preserved. Wood blocks
of 6 titles are stored in Korean Studies Advancement Center(3BEEERE ), and 2
titles are kept by the descendants.

Libraries of seodangs came into existence in the 18th century for the purpose of
educating younger people in the families. Among them are the libraries of Im Pil-Dae( {f
BHAR)'s family in Gui-veon(#iE) Eui-seong(F L), Kim Sang—jin(&H8i#)'s family in
Tak-gok(72%) Po—eun(##2). Also there were Hagpo-sa(B3#nt) in Anpyon(%i&)
established in 1807, and Hagog Seodang(E&Z %) in Sangju(F /) which had libraries
for students. But records show that only few seodangs had libraries in the Joseon
Period.

Key words : seodang(Z%), library of seodang(Z & &), Pukang seodang (&L Z%)
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