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<ABSTRACT>

The study has been conducted on the assumption that an effort to accept new
culture in order to enlighten society was a natural response against the fear of
foreign waves rushing toward and the shock from western culture which was
newly introduced in the late Joseon Dynasty. The introduction of western printing
techniques could open a new chapter in the premodern era of Korean culture,
because the traditional printing method was beyond its capacity. In this study,
in order to investigate the history of bibliography in the premodern era of Korea,
examined was the period from 1833 when Hansungsoonbo as the symbol of modemn
printing was published, to 1910 when the Korea-Japan Annexation began. In this
study, an attempt was made to figure out the social background of the inflow of
western printing techniques and the features of the books which represented
spiritual and ideological changes caused by the acceptance of new culture during
this period. For this purpose, the socio—-cultural background of premodern Korean
society, the inflow procedure of western printing techniques, and the
pre-modernization of our traditional printing method were researched. Also,
through the advertisements of contemporary newspapers and the library
collections, examined were the appearance and features of premodern books
categorized into patriotic enlightenment, history & geography, Korean language &
literature, social science, autobiography, new fiction, textbook, religion, and
national literature. The appearance of premodern books resulted in: firstly, the
expansion of reading population; secondly, the civilization and enlightenment of the
public; thirdly, the new method of premodern publishing led by the government;
fourthly, the adoption of premodern publication not simply as Westernization, but
also as the modernization of our conventional printing techniques. In this study,
it was made clear that during the premodern era of Korea, our traditional printing
styles and techniques were still well maintained, and developed by newly adopting

the rational Western printing techniques.

Key words : Books in the Premodern Era of Korea, History of Bibliography in
the Premodern Era of Korea, History of Printing Art in the
Premodern Era of Korea.
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