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A Study on the Lotus—Sutra vol.2 on Indigopaper with Silver
in the Metropolitan Museum of Arts
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<ABSTRACT>

In the Metropolitan Museum of Art (MMA hereinafter), New York City, U.S.A., there
is a second volume of <Myobeop yeonhwagyeong (Lotus of the True Law Sutra)> written
on indigo papers with silver considered to have been produced during the late Goryeo
Dynasty(the 14th century A.D.). Even though it is only the second volume out of a set
of seven volumes, it could be highly valued in terms of art history and bibliography because
of its well preserved cover, byeonsangdo(transformation picture) and fine handwriting.

Among the existing sutra copies of the Goryeo Dynasty, two are similar to the one at
the MMA. One is the seventh volume of <Myobeop yeonhwagyeong> written on indigo
paper with gold in the first year of King Chunghye’s restored reign(A.D. 1340), and currently
held in Nabesimahoucoukai(#§5:#:%4€), Japan. The other is the fragment of <Myobeop
yeonhwagyeong> also held in Kagamum]a(mTFF;Ti Japan, and written in the first year
of King Chungmok’s reign(A.D. 1345). These two sutra-copies have similarities in
illustrations on the covers and transformation pictures, and the styles of handwriting.
Therefore, by comparing these similarities, one can determine the approximate date when
the sutra-copy at the MMA was made.

Since the cover paintings and transformation pictures had gradually developed and
changed year by year during the late Goryeo Dynasty, and these three sutra-copies
demonstrated such development, the sutra-copy in the MMA could be regarded as having
a more developed cover painting and transformation pictures than those of the sutra-copy
in Nabesimahoucoukai. So it can be assumed that the sutra-copy in the MMA was probably
produced right after the sutra-copy in Nabesimahoucoukai, when the changes in the cover
paintings, transformation pictures, and style of handwriting of the sutra-copies are taken
into consideration. The cover painting of the sutra-copy in Kagamijinja seems to be
influenced by the sutra-copy in the MM, and its handwriting exhibits the ability of its
transcriber and the trend in those days.

In conclusion, it can be assumed that the second volume of the <Myobeop
yeonhwagyeong (Lotus of the True Law Sutra)> copied on indigo paper with silver in
the MMA could be produced around 1340~1342(A.D.), the era of King Chunghye's reign.
This sutra-copy could be the earliest example of a cover painting which has a title decorated
with flowers, but not a celestial umbrella, and also be regarded to be made in the same
period as the sutra-copy in Nabesimahoucoukai, which has been known as the only
sutra—copy made in the era of King Chunghy’s reign..

Buddhist sutra-copy, Lotus of the True Law Sutra, indigo paper with silver,

Key words :
Metropolitan Museum of Arts
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