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<ABSTRACT>

This study examines the concepts of local history in Korea, its narrative system
by period and current state and themes of research by region, the administration
of educational courses, the use of local history materials, and the construction,
integration and use of Korean local history digital archives.

Major findings are as follows:

Provincial history, regional history, and local history are the terms that represent
the concept of local history in Korea. While they are slightly different in meanings,
they still complement each other, and local history and regional history are
researched on the basis of provincial history. A narrative system for local history
follows the perspectives of local people of each period: the ancient, Goryeo, Joseon,
modern, and contemporary. The materials are organized in an effort to achieve a
historical understanding of popular regional consciousness on regional cultures.

Also, the Korean History Research Society initiated a project to present the
current state and themes of research that were conducted during each period on
seven regions: Kyonggi, Suwon, Kangwon, Ch'ungch’ong, Yongnam, Chonnam,
and the Jeju region. In order to systematize the educational program for local
history, the Korean government included these contents in the 5th, 6th and 7th
curriculum for junior high and high school level. Since the 7th stage curriculum
in particular emphasizes history as the core of life, it has become urgent to organize
systematically such historical materials as historical records, archaeological art
history, ancient architecture, the history of social systems, transitional ceremonies,
and folk myths and so on.

An integrated historical and cultural information system for organizing and
getting access to the resources of libraries and museums, separately developed,
has been yet developed. The Academy of Korean Studies has taken the leadership
in bringing the resources of these institutions together by building an electronic
dictionary of local history and culture. Nevertheless, the prospect of cooperation
between museums and libraries in the near future is good based on the foundations
that they have laid separately.

Key words : Korean local history, Korean local history digital archives, local
history digital archives, electronic dictionary of local history and
culture
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