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A Study on the Request to Revise Errors of Errors in the Hwangmyungtonggi
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<ABSTRACT>

Huwangmyungtonggi chronicles the history of the Ming Dynasty focusing on “Gyungseron” and was
re-published several times. It is a historical text with a wide readership, such that posterity added
new content and revised the text in varying degrees. But there existed errors on Joseon's history in
the revised book. In particular, its errors on King Injo’s Restoration was a serious problem, sufficient
to blemish the legitimacy of the dynasty. Joseon took this matter seriously and asked China to revise
the errors several times, and China eventually revised them during the reign of King Yeongjo. Hence,
this paper seeks to study the process of revision and the outcomes of this process using textual
bibliography and history of historiography. Through these, this study seeks to clarify that Joseon’s
desperate effort for correction was not simply a revision of errors in the historical record, but the
manifestation of a neo—confucianist historical awareness.

Key words: Late Joseon Dynasty, Hwangmyungtonggi, King Injo’s Restoration, errors,
request to revise errors
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