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[Abstract]

Natural Consciousness in the Novels of Civilization Era

Kwak Kyungsook

The environmental issues have become part of global talk that now dominates.
We are in the midst of a global crisis that heralds a paradigm shift to a socially
harmonious and ecological era. Though the ecological theory which appears to
overcome an environment crisis comes from western countries, the theoretical
background is rooted in oriental spirit. The attitude that restricts the category of
ecological literature only after industiialization should be avoided.

This study reviews 20th century’s Korean literatures from ecological point of
view. This study aims at enlarging the research boundary of ecological literature
study. This study wants to find out the possibility reviewing Korean literature
history by using continual viewpoint.

For this purpose the writer reviews the novels of civilization era from ecological
viewpoint. Especially through the change of natural consciousness which appears in
the novels, the writer researches the transformation of traditional thought which
conflicts with western thought. As a result, the natural consciousness in the
civilization era’s novels can be divided into three types.

Hist type is the modern oriented natural consciousness, With the appearance of
scientific reason the natural consciousness which harmonious with traditional
thought is challenged. With the admiration about the train which is emblem of
scientific civilization, our traditional nature consciousness changes slowly.

Second type 1s pre modern natural consciousness which remains in the folklore,
Inflowing of modern civilization, Korean people shows the modern oriented attitude
but didn't get out of pre modemn worldview. Much folklore used in the novels of
civilization era shows this. Folklore is the pre modern thought that has no self
evident basis. Nevertheless, the new style novels which enlighten the people used
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folklore, This shows that the people were influenced by traditional worldview.

Third type is harmonious symbiotic consciousness between nature and human.
Novel 'Geumsu Hoieurck” 1s well expressed literary work of ecological imagination.
In this novel, ecological principles like self realization and ecocentric equality give
us meaningful implication until now as well as pre modern era. These give us two
lessons. First, the most important thing in the human life is that recovering the
understanding that all life is meaningful like human being. Second, heing faithful to
the original nature following the nature’s principles is the best life style.

Until now, modern novels and traditional are studied separately. This study tried
to review traditional novels as well as a modern by using continual viewpoint. This
study is one of the first researches hitherto unexplored to Korean literature society.
This study helps the researchers to overcome the research methodology because of
discontinuation between tradition and modern. And this study contributes enlarging
the research boundary of ecological literature studies hitherto limited only after

civilization.
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