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[ Abstract)

The Characteristics of Min Juhyeon's Wansanga

and Poems in Classical Chinese about Jeonju

Kim, Seung-u

This paper aimed to examine the scenery and culture of Jeonju province during
the mid-19th century through Min Juhyeon's Wansanga and his poems in classical
Chinese.

Although Min passed the state examination, he was appointed as a low-ranking
official named Jogyeongmyo Byeolgeom and had to stay in Jeonju for three
years. In a situation where he felt politically frustrated but difficult to resign,
the only way of life he could choose was to explore the attractions of Jeonju
and to compose poetry.

Min's view on the topography and history of Jeonju is gathered at the beginning
of Wansanga. He outlined the major geographical features of Jeonju from the
southeast to the southwest. It turns out that he was aware of the origin of
each place’s name as well as the topography of Jeonju. In addition, Min explained
the history of Jeonju that the confusion of Gyeonhwon's era regained order in
the age of Mokjo and that Mokjo's influence remained in his own age.

In the following part of Wansanga and several poems in classical Chinese,
he revealed the characteristics and significance of Jeonju's major attractions and
expressed his emotions about them. Okryudong and Hanbyeokdang are the places
where the traces of Choe Dam, a renowned scholar from Jeonju, remained, so
Min paid attention to these places that not only recalled the character of Choe
but also had outstanding scenery. Mangyeongdae is a hill where Jeong Mongju
composed a famous poem missing his king. Min honored Jeong's loyalty here
and identified himself with Jeong. Then, after looking around the pavilions of
Jeonju, Min especially highlighted Gongbukru, where the local officials of Jeonju
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regularly greeted the king, and Manhwaru, the main gate of Jeonju Local School.
In this regard, a pavilion was a space for him to strengthen his self-recognition
as a literary man, rather than a place for joy. Min took a solemn and temperate
appearance in the preceding places, but when he reached Deokjinji, he began
to reveal the exalted inspiration. He described the beautiful scenery of Deokjinj
filled with lotus flowers and enjoyed the feeling of springtime. In addition, he
expressed his longing for ascending to heaven by recalling Li Po. The last scenery
of Jeonju in Wansanga is the appearance of women washing clothes in the
stream, and Min showed off his excitement by drawing them in the form of
beautiful fairies who wash silk.

The criterion that Min arranged landscapes in Wansanga is related to the
characteristics of each landscape rather than the geographical proximity. After
first looking around the noble places in which the traces of the renowned literary
men remained, Min visited the places to strengthen his self-recognition as a
literary man, and then took the way to daily places full of fascination,

[Key words] : Min Juhyeon, Jeonju, Wansanga, Hanbyeokdang Pavilion,
Mangyeongdae Hill, Manhwaru Pavilion, Deokjinji Pond, Eight
Famous Spots of Jeonju, Literary Geography
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