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A Study on the Pivoted Inverse Document Frequency Weighting Method
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ABSTRACT

The Inverse Document Frequency (IDF) weighting method is based on the
hypothesis that in the document coliection the lower the frequency of a term is,
the more important the term is as a subject word. This well-known hypothesis is,
however, somewhat questionable because some low frequency terms turn out to be
insufficient subject words. This study suggests the pivoted IDF weighting method
for better retrieval effactiveness, on the assumption that medium frequency terms
are more important than low frequency terms. We thoroughly evaluated this
method on three test collections and it showed performance improvements
especially at high ranks.
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