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The purpose of this study is to analyze the identity and relationship of library and
information science by exploring theoretical aspects of LIS research, including theory building
and theory use. The sample of this study consists of 1,661 research articles published from
1984 to 2003 in two Korean and two American core LIS journals. Theory articles are
analyzed with two scales, such as ’'4-degree of theory efficiency’ and ‘5-degree of theory
use.” Each article is coded in terms of journal, country, publication year, subfield, and
methodology of the article, and affiliation, department, and research experience of the first
author. The theories used therein are coded according to their origin and age. Also, an
author co-citation technique 1s applied to represent intellectual structure on a
two-dimensional map, which has been constructed by theory use of LIS authors for 20

years.
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