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ABSTRACT

To guarantee the long-term access to digital material, digital preservation needs to be systemized, and
detailed investigation on cost elements of digital preservation should be done for the continued support of
budget. To meet the needs in this area, this paper categorized the digital preservation cost into direct
and indirect cost through deriving common elements used in prior research on this issue. For case
analysis, two institutions, representing domestic University Library and National Library of Korea under
large-scale digitization currently, are selected to analyze the current status of digital preservation and
estimate the preservation cost. The case analysis shows the systematic preservation function should be
performed to guarantee the long-term access digital material, even though a basic digital preservation is
currently conducted. It was projected that the digital preservation cost for the two libraries, accounting
for 11.8% and 8.6% of digitization cost, respectively, should be injected every year. However, the
estimated figures are very conservative, because the cost for estimating the preservation function, such as
installing digital repository and producing meta data, was excluded in the estimation. This proves that
digital preservation is a synthetic activity linked directly and indirectly to various activities from
production to access of digital object and an essential costs that should be considered from the beginning
stage of digitization project.
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