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ABSTRACT

This paper examined what factors affect the immediacy index showing the average number of
times an article is cited in the year it is published. Not only Seventy-one immediacy indexes for
subject field biology on JCR 2008 edition were gathered, but also many characteristics of scholarly
journals that may influence the indexes directly or indirectly were aggregated. Simple correlation
coefficient analysis, factor analysis, and regression analysis were performed on the paper. Therefore
factors such as physical volume, availability, forthcoming issue, age and language explaining 67.64%
of total variance were identified. After regression analysis using these factors as independent variables,
the results were statistically significant. The results showed physical volumes, the total pages of
publication, have an influence upon immediacy indexes obviously, although it is expected that journal
reputations may affect immediacy indexes. Generally open access journals had high immediacy
indexes. High ranked journals on immediacy index were apt to be issued frequently, uploaded very
often on PMC, and published in major countries including United States and United Kingdom.

7IE: steAl, SAAS, 849, 99, #R7eA. LEdHE, A

journal, immediacy index, factor, physical volume, availability, open access, biology
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