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A Study on Faculty’s Adoption of Institutional Repositories(IRs)
Based on the Diffusion of Innovations Theory
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ABSTRACT

This study examined perceptions of 109 professors at doctorate-granting universities
in the U.S. who have self-archived in Institutional Repositories(IRs), predicated on the
Diffusion of Innovations Theory. The majority of the faculty learned about IRs through
the contact from IR staff or their presentations. Relating to five characteristics of an
innovation, digital preservation and usage statistics of an IR were considered to be its
relative advantage. The principle of Open Access(OA) was found to have compatibility
with the values that professors ultimately pursued. The trialability of an IR was determined
by the fact that IRs were adopted by faculty through the participation of pilot projects.
Professors who gained positive and visible results from IR adoption seemed more strongly
support the repository. In addition, it is necessary for IRs to provide stable and effective
services that support the continued adoption of IRs.
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the science is really not of value to other
people unless it's accessible -:-. It was not
as easy to share data or publications but now
that it is -+ so many people around the world
have access to the Internet that that kind
of communication is becoming increasingly

important in science(ID 1507). [3&H( =+ 1
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It's just so much easier for me to manipulate
my own site than have them [institutional
repository staff] do it and the other thing
is I think that most of my colleagues or most
of the people who are interested in my work
have followed it from my site and if I moved
it from my site to another site they wouldn't
know where to find it(ID 2115). [(A3Z o}7}o]
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My faculty have not been very motivated
to do this. I think the technology is still too
new and the whole idea of publishing online
is scary to the majority of them or it doesn't
even occur to them. I've had a couple sessions
where I've introduced the technology, explained
it, showed that I did it, and nobody followed
-+, that fear of technology(ID 1476). [ 72 st=}
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The world is changing and I don't know.
It may be that more and more stuff will get
posted down the road but I think that T don't
see a great stampede to post things yet ---
The other thing is I'm getting old. I'm 60
and I don't think that this is a new trick
that I'm likely to learn(ID 1695). [A1/d<] s}t
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I don't think it [IR contribution] takes a
lot of time and effort more and I think the
payback -+ I've only been doing this now for
about two and a half years and I've already
had significant payback from using institutional
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