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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to analyze the research fields constituting the knowledge
structure of the Korean Studies by applying hierarchical clustering method to domestic
journal papers in Korean Studies. We analyzed 3,800 papers containing Korean author
keyword that were listed in 14 kinds of Korean Studies journals published in 2004-2013,
which have average impact factor more than 0.5 in 2011-2013. The results of the analysis
show that the central research fields are the subjects related to political & social problems
based on Confucian ideas focusing on Neo-Confucianism (Seonglihak) and Realist School
of Confucianism (Silhak), to the political situation associated with territorial division of
the Korean peninsula, and to the history from the period of japanese colonialism to modern
and contemporary. It has been also found that the temporal backgrounds of researches
in domestic Korean Studies were related to the modern times and the Joseon Dynasty
periods, rather than the time of the ancient and contemporary.
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