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Analyzing the Research Fronts of Women’s Studies in
Korea Using Citation Image Makers Profiling
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ABSTRACT

A new technique for revealing the research fronts of a interdisciplinary discipline has been developed.
Citation image makers profiling (CIMP) determines the relationships between research papers with
the title words of the citing documents. We adapted this new technique to analyze the research
fronts and hot topics in women's studies of Korea. By Korean Citation Index (KCI) data in 2015,
we selected 148 papers cited more than 9 times as the core documents of women's studies. Analysis
of intellectual structure using citation image makers profiling was performed with the 148 core
documents and those citing papers. Document co—citation analysis was hindered by citation data
sparsity, while CIMP method successfully revealed the structure of research fronts of Korean women's
studies including 2 divisions and 6 subdivisions. The CIMP method suggested in this study has
good potential to discover the characteristics of research fronts of interdisciplinary research domains.
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