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ABSTRACT

Through a wide variety of disciplines, practices on data access and re-use have been increased recently.
In fact, there has been an emerging phenomenon that researchers tend to use the data sets produced
by other researchers and give scholarly credit as citation. With respect to this practice, in 2012, Thomson
Reuters launched Data Citation Index (DCI). With the DCI, citation to research data published by
researchers are collected and analyzed in a similar way for citation to journal articles. The purpose
of this study is to identify the characteristics and intellectual structure of sociology field based on
research data, which is one of actively data-citing fields. To accomplish this purpose, two data sets
were collected and analyzed. First, from DCI, a total of 8,365 data were collected in the field of sociology.
Second, a total of 12,132 data were collected from Web of Science with a topic search with ‘Sociology .
As a result of the co-word analysis of author provided-keywords for both data sets, the intellectual
structure of research data-based sociology was composed of two areas and 15 clusters and that of
article-based sociology was composed with three areas and 17 clusters. More importantly, medical science
area was found to be actively studied in research data-based sociology and public health and psychology
are identified to be central areas from data citation.
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