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ABSTRACTS

Analysis on the Straw Effect
by the Shopping Trips through the HSR(High Speed Rail)

Nam-Geon Cho, Research Fellow, KRIHS
Hoon-Ki Lee, Research Associate, KOTI
Si-Hyun Jin, Associate Researcher, KRIHS

% Keywords : High Speed Rail, KTX, Straw Effect, Shopping Trip

There was a concerning about the straw effect by the HSR(High Speed Rail) at
the time of opening at 2004 in Korea. The term straw effect is well used in Japan
but seldom in Korea. Some studies showed the straw effect without concrete
references, however some studies revealed that there was little or no straw effect by
the HSR in Japan. This study aimed to find the straw effect by the shopping trips
of the HSR in Korea. The data were gathered in 3 times by interview for the
KTX(Korea Train eXpress) passengers and was surveyed once for the shop owners
who managed their shops at 4 local cities where KTX was serviced.

According to the survey results, it was hard to say there was the straw effect,
especially by shopping trips of the KTX. The reasons are as follows.

Firstly, some «cities where experienced the straw effect in Japan were
medium-small sized ones under 500 thousand population which connected to near
large cities by the Shinkansen(HSR). However, there were two medium-small cities
as CheonAn city(500 thousand pop.) and Asan city(205 thousand pop.) on the HSR
line, where are closely located from Seoul. The HSR station is located on the remote
area from the existing cities’ centers so users were seldom. These two cities are
well networked with expressway before the HSR operation, which helped connect to
Seoul by car easily. Therefore, it is hard to find straw effect from these two cities
by the HSR.

Secondly, express highway networks have been well developed in Korea before
opening the HSR. High car motorization would prevent the possibility of straw effect
by the HSR.

Thirdly, well developed and modernized shopping centers in local cities would hold
their customers to purchase in Seoul and Large cities.

Fourth, well developed information technology in Korea made internet and home
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shopping available, which gave equal opportunity for purchasing in local customers.
These home shopping would effect local customers hard to go to Seoul or large
cities by the KTX.

Fifthly, there were very little shopping trips using the HSR. as around one percent

of trip purpose, which had no effect to make the straw effect ever.
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