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Community-based Tourism in DMZ Border Region
Based on the Perspective of Social-ecological Resilience

AW Kim Jina™*

Abstract

DMZ border region is always at the risk of uncertainty though famous for ecotourism. This research analyzed the
significance and present problems of community-based tourism(CBT) in Yanggi-ri, the village of migratory birds
in DMZ border region. It was according to Ruiz-Ballesteros(2010)’s classification of socio-ecological resilience of CBT.
I participated in important events of the village and conducted interviews with the residents. Residents manage the
CBT based on the ecological and cultural resources of the village. Experts, artists, and NGO activists from the
outside of the village also contribute to the positive outcomes of the CBT. However, several problems were found
out, such as lack of capacity to launch new tourism programs, absence of outside specialists’ continuous engagement,
difference of opinion between residents and the outside specialists, and high reliance on one leader of the village.
In order to improve the current situation and enhance the sustainability of the community and ecological environment
in DMZ border region, it is necessary to plan the public support on cultural and arts programs of the community,
to set various channels for the public opinion about the value of the region, and to open up the participation of
outside specialist to utilize local resources.
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Table 1_Field Research Process
Research Research Issue Key Informants
Date
Head of the Village, Office Mana, f the Village, Arti
2016/4/20 | Current Situation of the Village and the Community-based Tourism ,eé 0, the ‘age, e ‘g‘er 04 t N . a8e, . s
Living in the Village, NGO Activist Living in the Village
2016/5/3 House and Land Transactions Employees of the Art Planning Institute
2016/6/14 House and Land Transactions Head of the Village
Head of the Village, Office Mas f the Village, Arti
Planning a Cultural Event in the Village, Conflicting Opinions 'e‘a 0, the 1Aage, ce Manager of the . a8 ,lS[
2016/6/21 . . ) Living in the Village, Personal Operator of Bird-watching
Regarding the Community-based Tourism .
Tourism
Head of the Village, Office Man: f the Village, Head
2016/7/2 Annual Party of the Village, Social Structure of the Village eac of che f;tge, Juice anager of the ViTage, e
of the Women’s Society, Artists Living in the Village
Cultural E in the Village Planned by the Artist Living in th
2016/7/28 . tur veét'm ¢ eA ,1 28¢ an‘ne Y the ‘ISt Avmg m‘ the Head of the Village, Artists Living in the Village
Village, Conflicting Opinions Regarding the Art Projects in the Village
2016/3/18 Operating Problem of the New Community Center, Gap between | Head of the Village, Local History Researcher, Artists
the Local Residents’ Life and the Art Projects Living in the Village
2016/8/30 Everyday Life of the Residents, Graying Issue of the Village Head of the Public Health Center in the Village
2016/9/23 Beginning of the Bird-watching Touri'sm Season, Preparation for the Office Manager of the Village
Local Festival
Participation in the Local Festival, Social S fc
2016/10/21 aricipacion “? the Loc e‘stwa, oct ‘ystem o Head of the Village, Office Manager of the Village
Community-based Tourism of the Village
Opening the New Co ity Ce he base for th
2016/11/18 pening the Rew @umty neer as the base for the Office Manager of the Village
Community-based Tourism
2016/12/30 Preparation for the Local Winter Festival Head of the Village, Office Manager of the Village
2017/1/20 Participation in the Local Winter Festival Head of the Village, Office Manager of the Village
2017/12/4 | Community-based Tourism Operated at the New Community Center Office Manager of the Village, Local Tour Guide
2018/2/1 | Community-based Tourism Operated at the New Community Center Local Tour Guide
Head of the Vill Office M: f the Vill
2018/9/10 Community-based Tourism based on the Art Project cac of the Vifage, Diice anager of che vitage,
Head of the Art Planning Institute
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Table 2_ Ruiz—Ballesteros(2010)’s Factors for Socio—ecological Resilience based on Folke(2003),
Berkes and Seixas(2005)

Factors for
Socio-ecological
Resilience

Folke(2003)

Berkes and Seixas(2005) Ruiz-Ballesteros(2010)

Learning to Live
with Change and
Uncertainty

The Volume Provides Examples of
Strategies of Social-Ecological
Management that takes
Advantage of Change and Crisis

Learning for Crises; Building Rapid Feedback
Capacity to Respond to Environmental Complementary Nature of

Coping Strategies

Change; Managing Disturbance; Building a | Different Activities for Coping
Portfolio of Livelihood Activities; Developing | with Change and Uncertainty

Nurturing Diversity
for Reorganization
and Renewal

Nurturing Ecological Memory; Nurturing a

Aware of the Memory Kept by the

The Memory Provides a Diversity of Institutions to Respond to i R i
X . Community which Situates Its
Framework of Accumulated Change; Creating Political Space for . .
R i i i R o Members in Relation to the
Experience for coping with Experimentation; Building Trust among . .
. . Socio-ecosystem; Strengthening
Change Users; Using Social Memory as a Source of

Innovation and Novelty

Innovation and Novelty

Combining Different
Kinds of Knowledge

Peoples’ Knowledge, Experience Building Capacity to Monitor the Combining Their Local Knowledge
and Understanding about the Environment, Capacity for Participatory with Other Knowledge Outside

Dynamics of Complex Ecosystems,| Management, and Institutions of Knowledge; | Their Everyday Lives; Adding to

Their Inclusion in Management | Creating Cross-scale Sharing of Knowledge; | the Knowledge in Everyday Lives

Institutions Combining Local and Scientific Knowledge | as Members of the Community

Creating

Opportunity for
Self-organization

Adaptive Co-management in Building Capacity for User Self-organization
which Institutional Arrangements | and for Conflict Management; Equity in

Equity in the Access and
Distribution of Resources;

and Ecological Knowledge are Resource Access and Allocation; .
. . L Threshold of Minimum
Tested in an Ongoing Self-organization in Response to External Profiabili
rofitabilic
Trial-and-Error Process Dirivers; Creation of Multi-scale governance frabrity
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