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How does North Korea Use Their Landscapes as a Means of Governance?
: Based on field guidance reports in Rodong Sinmun

¢z13] Ahn Jin-Hee™”

Abstract

This study seeks to explore the ways in which North Korea utilizes their landscapes as a means of governance.

To this end, Kim Jong-Il and Kim Jong-Eun’s field guidance reports over the same number of months were analyzed

according to ‘the ways they connect with the landscape’, ‘the types of landscape’ and ‘the areas where the landscape

is located’. As a result, differences in how the two regimes utilize landscape are identified through the leader’s

backdrop. The backdrop of the Kim Jong-Il regime was a landscape painting that was static to the reception area.

The Kim Jong-Eun regime, on the other hand, replaces backdrop with the landscape located in the background

of the ruler in the photographs of the Rodong Sinmun’s field guidance reports. Next, a pattern of avoidance of

economic conditions can be found in the landscape represented in the media of the two regimes. In the media,

Kim Jong-Il is emphasized to push ahead with tough terrain despite the bad weather to take care of the struggling

economy. Kim Jong-Eun has kept the new and large-scale landscapes, close through the field guidances. However,

far away from the landscapes, which can be responsible for solving the problem. The strategy of going directly

to the site, but remaining symbolic rather than a practical solver was implemented by adopting mobility in different

directions by the two regimes. Each of these is human mobility and landscape mobility.

Keywords: North Korea, Urban Landscapes, Field Guidance, Rodong Sinmun, Kim Jong-Eun, Kim Jong-Il
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Figure 1_The Photographs of Field Guidance in Rodong Sinmun
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April 20, 1984.

Source: Rodong Sinmun.
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Table 1_ Categories of Field Guidance Articles in Rodong Sinmun during the Selected Period

(unit: number)

. . . . Field Guidance Periods with the Same | Field Guidance Articles for the | _.
Leader Field Guidance Periods | Articles Number of Months(79 Months) Equal N of Months Pictures
Kim Jong-lIl | Mar. 1998 —Dec. 2011 421 March 1998 —September 2004 113 157
Kim Jong-Eun | Jan. 2012 —Jul. 2018 310 January 2012 —July 2018 310 393
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Figure 2 _Photographic types of ‘Gaze' and
‘Background’
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Table 2 _Types of Supervised Landscapes

Industry/Facility Sector Particulars
Heavy Industry Iron, Industrial Machinery, Tires, Automobiles, Shipbuilding
Chemical Industry Fertilizer, Synthetic Resins, Medicine
Light Industry Textiles, Clothing, Groceries, Daily Necessities
Factory/Industrial Complex
Electricity/Communication Electrodes, Electrical Equipment, Heating, Semiconductor
Mining Industry Coal, Iron Ore, Nonferrous Metal, Nonmetallic Mineral
Construction Materials Brick, Roof Tile, Tile, Glass, Stone

Agricultural/Stockbreeding/Fishi
gricultural/Stockbreeding/Fishing Cooperative Farm, Livestock Processing Plant, Fishing Station, Saltern, Tree Nursery

Industry
Energy Hydroelectric Power Station, Thermal Power Station, Small and Medium-sized Power Station, Solar Power Station
Transportation Thoroughfare, Bridge, Railway, Harbor, Vehicle, Airports, Subway
Theater, Museum/Exhibition, Education/Study Facility, People's Hall/Palace, Memorial Monument,
Culture/Propaganda . T
Revolutionary Historic Site
Education/Health/Care Hospital, Clinic, Nursing Home/Sanatorium, Day Care Center, Kindergarten, School
Science/Research Laboratory, University, Campus Facility

Commercial/Convenience Service | Store, Restaurant, Public Bath, Bank, Exercise Facility, Recreation Facility, Department Store, Hotel

Amusement/Entertainment/Tourism | Amusement Park/Public Park, Ski Resort, Beach, Hot Spring, Zoo, Water Park

Sports Gymnasium, Swimming Stadium, Sports Stadium

Housing/Construction/Gvil Engincering | Waterway, Land Arrangement, Tideland, House, Boulevard/District

Source: Park, Yang, Kim and Song et al.(2002), Lee and Lee(2014), Hong(2014), Modified.
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Figure 3 _The Radio of ‘Gaze’ and ‘Background’ in
Two Rulers’ Photographs
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Table 3 _Types of Landscape Supervised by Kim Jong—Il and Kim Jong—Un During the Equally Set Period

Kim Jong-Il Kim Jong-Eun
Period Mar. 1998 Petiod Jan. 2012
— Sep. 2004 — Jul. 2018
Supervised Landscapes Num| Sub . Supervised Landscapes Num| Sub .
0 0
Industry/Facility Field Particulars ber | cotal Industry/Facility Field Particulars ber | toral
Heavy Industry 39 Light Industry 65
Light Industry 38 Heavy Industry 35
- Factory .
Factory Chemical Industry 4 . Chemical Industry 12 | 117 355
j 90 | 344| /Industrial Complex
/ndustrial Complex Mining Industry 4 Construction Materials 4
Electricity/Communication 3 Electricity/Communication 1
Construction Materials 2 Fishing Station 28
Cooperative Farm 46 Cooperative Farm 21
N N Agricultural/Stockbreeding [ K
Livestock Processing Plant 16 . Livestock Processing Plant 5 59 | 17.9
Agricultural/Stockbreeding " - [Fishing Industry
L Fishing Station 6 | 721275 Tree Nursery 4
[Fishing Industry
Saltern 3 Saltern 1
The Others 1 Revolutionary Historic Site | 9
People’s Hall/Palace 8
Hydroelectric Power Station | 39 "
Museurmn/Exhibiti 8
Energy 4 1167 Culture/Propaganda e tion 32| 97
Small and Medium-sized
oo um e 5 Education/Study Fadility 4
power Station
) ) Land Arrangement 14 Theater 3
Housing/Construction/ 18| 68 Hospital 9
Gvil Engineering Waterway 4
Education/Health/Care Day Care/Nursing Home | 10 | 25 | 7.6
Revolutionary Historic Site | 10 School 6
Housing/Construction/ o
Culture/Propaganda Memorial Monument 5 | 13150 Gvil Engineering Boulevard/District 20| 20| 61
People’s Hall/Palace 1 Amusement Park 11
Amusement/Entertainment :
Am y A Touri Ski Resort 5 18 | 55
i usement Par’ ourism
Amusement/Er}tenmnment 6| 23 Water Park 5
/Tourism
Beach 2 Laboratory 18
Science/Research — 21| 64
Laboratory 6 University 3
Science/Research Univers ! 6 | 24
niversity Co ial
rTlmera . Store, Exercise Facility 16 | 16 | 4.8
Education/Health/Care School 4 | 4| 18| [Convenience Service
Commercial Public Baths, Exercise X Airports 5
. . o 2 2 0.8 Transportation 9 2.7
/Convenience Service Facility Subways, Railways 4
Transportation Harbor 1 1| 04 Sports Gymnasium, Sports Stadium | 9 9 | 27
Unknown - 5 5 1 19 Energy Hydroelectric Power Station | 4 4112
Total - 262 100 Total - 330 | 100
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Table 4 _Comparison of Regions Frequented by Kim Jong—Il and Kim Jong—Eun

Kim Jong-Il Kim Jong-Eun
Period Mar. 1998 —Sep. 2004 Period Jan. 2012—Jul. 2018
Region Region
Number % Rating Number | % Rating
Capital * Province | City*County Capital - Province City - County
Kanggye 32
Huichon 3 Pyongyang - 176 53.3 1
Chagang 214 1
Manpo 5
The others 11 Wonsan 32
Hamhung 14 Kangwon Munchon 5 127 2
Sinhung 11 Kosan 3
South Hamgyeong 17.6 2
Tanchon 5 Anbyon 2
The others 16 Changsong 5
Sinuiju 10 Sinuiju 4
North Pyongan 8.2 3
Kusong 8 Pakchon 3
Norch Pyongan Taechon 7 168 3 The others 15
The others 19 Nampo 6
Anju 5
Taehongdan 15
Ryanggang & 9.2 4 South Pyongan N 4 5.8 4
Samjiyon 9 Kaechon
Chongjin 6 the others 4
Kimchaek 4 Hamhung 9
North Hamgyeong 7.3 5
Orang 2 South Hamgyeong Sinchon 2 4.0 5
The others 7 the others 2
Anbyon 8
Ryanggang Samjiyon 12 3.6 6
Kangwon ‘Wonsan 2 5.7 6
The others 5 Ryongyon 2
Pyongyang - 14 5.3 7 Sinchon 2
Anju 4 South Hwanghae Samchon 2 3.0 7
South Pyongan 4.2 8
The others 7 Unnyul 2
Kwail 3 The others 2
South Hwanghae Pyoksong 2 4.6 9 Kanggye 3
Chagang 1.2 8
The others 7 Manpo 1
Sohung 3 North Hwanghae Songrim 2 0.6 9
North Hwanghae 1.9 10
The others 2 North Hamgyeong Chongjin 1 0.3 10
Unknown - 16 6.0 - Unknown - 24 7.3 -
Total 262 100 - Total 330 100 -
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Figure 4 _ Visualization of Regions Frequented by Kim Jong—Il and Kim Jong—Eun

Kim Jong-Eun
(January 2011—July 2018)

Kim Jong-l
(March 1998 — September 2004)

Note: Mapping method - First, the mapping of the two rulers’ field guidances were conducted according to the color depth charted by
the city and county. Next, the number of field guidances in cities and counties was added to the number of field guidances in areas
where the province was only identified. The figures were further mapped to the province units according to the color depth charted.
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Figure 5 _Backdrops of North Korea's Official
Reception Area

2

September 8, 2015.

Source: Rodong Sinmun.
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Figure 6 _Kim Jong—Eun and Ryugyong General
Ophthalmic Hospital
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Table 5 _ Housing/Construction/Civil Engineering
Field Supervised by Kim Jong—Eun

Field, Region Report Date
May 26, 2012
Changjon Street, Pyongyang

May 31, 2012
Unha Scientists Street, Pyongyang Aug. 7, 2013
June 2, 2014
Ssuk Island, Pyongyang Feb. 27, 2015
Oct. 28, 2015
Wisong Scientists Residential District, Jun. 20, 2014
Pyongyang Oct. 14, 2014
May 21, 2014
Oct. 17, 2017

Mirae Scientists Street, Pyongyang
Feb. 15, 2015
Oct. 21, 2015
Aug. 14, 2013
Sep. 29, 2013
Ryomyong Street, Pyongyang Jan. 26, 2017
Mar. 16, 2017
Apr. 14, 2017
Wonsan-Kalma Coastal Tourism Area May 26, 2018
Samjiyon, Ryanggang-do Jul. 10, 2018
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Table 6 _The Supervised Landscapes in Regions Frequented by Kim Jong—ll

Region Industry/Facility field Particulars Landscapes
September textile Factory(OEH 2187, Kanggye Wine Factory(3 AL &3,
. Kanggye Unha Clothing Factory "I T E-87%h, Kanggye Silk-spinning Factory(7d
Light Industry HF21322] i FAH R 2]
AIAZA,  Kanggye Knitted Goods FacoryCAAEZIEA,  Kanggye
Essential Foodstuff Factory"3A7 1241257
Amrokgang Tire Factory(E7dTHO]0Fg%h, Kanggye General Tractor Plant(Z3 7|
Factory/lndustria] Complex Heavy Indust EQ—E%Q%XC}), Jangjagang Machine  Tool _Plant(%x}%%;g7 ]74]:(‘)1‘1(}),
W v Kanggye Precision Machinery Plant(ZAPIL7|ARERF84h, Kanggye Steelworks
no 803782 AV )
Chemical Indust Kanggye Aeguk Compound Microbial Fertilizer FactoryCdAlol=rE8tm | a4 2
© YA, Kanggye Koryo Medicine Factory"3AI1212F5%h
Construction Materials | Kanggye Roof Tile Factory(ZA7A|712F57%)
Kanggye, Livestock Processing | Kanggye Chicken Processing Plant(3AE57), Heungju Chicken Processing
Chagang Agricultural/Stockbreeding Plant Plant(ZFE574), Kanggye Rabit Breeding Stock Farm(IAIE7FEET
[Fishing Industry . A Mulberry Plantation Under Kanggye Project Management Office(Z3AIAAFATH
Cooperative Farm 2] 4
1o &
] i 7B o2 A A A
Hycroelectric Power Changkang Army pef)ple Ymgh_ Po;v;e{ S/t\anon n0'.3( ALK I s = f;l;:
Energy . Pukcheon Power Station no.2(EZ285H A, Hungju Youth Power Station(-8
Station eI r
Culeure/Propaganda Revolutionary Historic | Hyangha Revolution Historic Site(Z0FSHAFAA]),  Yonphung Revolutionary
bag? Site Museum($HE S PAFETH, Kanggye Gaekju House(dAIATF)
Homnng/@mtrganomﬂwl House An Electrically Heated Residential Village(7 S AERI01S)
Engineering
Education/Health/Care School Kanggye Jangjasan Primary Middle SchooldAPIARAAN1SST )
Sinhung machine Factory(AFS7 14184, Ryongsong Machine Complex((B37 17|
Heavy Industry A, Large-scale machine tool Factory(ﬂi—aé%z} 71 A, Primary steel
workplace(HI1 573213, May 20th daesung Factory(5 220254
Electricity/Compunication | Songchon River Electric Factory(“3737717157h
Factory/Industrial Complex - Y
Hamhung, Hamhung Disabled Soldiers' Essential Plastic Goods Factory(&F&-FAhtI4A1Y
South Light Industry 237, Hamhung Songchon River Clothing Factory(3F2/37473 1557,
Hamgyong Hamhung Essential Foodstuff Factory(EF-87 1221 =-57%h
Construction materials | Hamheung Silicate Brick Factory(3FE-A2|AC|ES 534
Science/Research Laboratory Hamhung Branch of the National Academy of Sciences(=7 12}t THEEL)
Agnm%tuAral/St(xkbreedmg Cooperative Farm Hamhung Youth Goat Ranch(FFSAPYHFAEA
[Fishing Industry
i i i Q7| Alt A4 i
Heavy Tndustry Ragwo.n Machmeryﬂ%r;t}e;i]ﬂl]i;f;r}};ﬂ%(—: 7| ARR7 |94, Chuncheon River
Sinuiju, Machinery Factory(“8517% 578
North | Factory/Industrial Complex Sinuiju Shoe  Factory(MOFAEEA), - Sinuiju Texdile Mill(A1215 2157,
Pyongan Light Industry Shinuiju Cosmetics Factory(A1 5S35, Sinuiju Iron Enamel Workshop(A1

oy ]’3‘76}), Sinuiju Essential foodstuff Factory(ﬂgl—zrﬂi’l}%%'—%})
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Table 7 _Classification of Kim Jong—Eun’s Supervised Landscapes in Pyongyang and Wonsan according to the
Industry and Facility Fields

Pyongyang ‘Wonsan
Industry/Facility Field
Particulars Number(%) Particulars Number(%)
Factory/Industrial Light Industry, Chfzmlcal Inc'iustry, Heavy $3G0.1) | Light Industry 721.9)
complex Industry, Construction materials
Education/Health/Care Day‘ care center., Kindergarcen, - School, 24(13.6) | School, Day Care Center 3(9.4)
hospitals, Sanatorium, Day care center
Housing/Construction/ | &\ d/Districe 18(10.2) | Boulevard/Districe 13.1)
Civil engineering
Agricultural/Stockbree | Cooperative Farm, Livestock Processing Livestock processing Plant, Fishery Business
. - X . 18(10.2) . 8(25.0)
ding/Fishing Industry | Plant, Fishery Business base, Tree Nursery Base, Cooperative Farm
Science/Research University, Laboratory, Observation Post 16(9.1) - -
Revolutionary Historic Site,
Culture/Propaganda | Museum/Exhibition, ~ Library, ~ People's 14(8.0) Theater, People's Hall/Palace (18.8)
hall/palace, Theater
Amusement/Enereain |\ - ene Park, Waer Park, Zoo 11(6.3) | Ski Resort 5(15.6)
ment/Tourism
Commercial/Convenien . .
) Store, Exercise Facility 8(4.5) - -
ce Service
Transportation Airport, Subway 7(4.0) Railways 1(0.6)
Sports Gymnasium, Sports Stadium 7(4.0) - -
Energy - - Hydroelectric Power Station 1(0.6)
Total - 176(100) - 32(100)
BRI AR A - iAol 5EHe] @A o] ¥sl F shi= K miyle] g £= 7S &
A&7t FAATE 23 @l 7H4 ZAIE duke 4= itk LeFAIRS 201190 SIEYl EHo|x]E 7]}
ol 2 BHo] ek e ARG ©, AHL @ A8 Bato] Algols Aol wr} £7Hoe 1
AR 1 2efe] elmlol WAl PHLT 1} T4 Qs SRR vleist 2o Woiu=cker]
ol d=cka @ 4 s, e AT g
Fx0] Ao g GaRt d ARolA, A flot 2 W3k AL Aol EolA A= &8
o H]OH 2 ol AH o I ALl AR =S e e 2 7 e, HESS sileel 43
ol olE Egjte] ¥istE HAE 4+ =vpk 29| v o® g H7|E HolE A di= &
SF FAAPO] ARlo] & e]Fof Holal 42 75 o
IV, A2t 220 U0 SAt S5t H} TS A2k OlEE 2017, 31-32). 10 Lol =
A, A Y A% HE miFo] el B9t YR
1. 2 2YalElo] 7143 wyt ofujet ojRole] A% 752 oA 9
ol et TR B 5 ek T A & A%
Age AA) AR 201238 AT TAE B L0] upAS Bl A% oS melgrts el
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