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Characteristics of Child Friendly City Planning of
Germany and Their Implications for Korea
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Abstract

Currently, ninety-six local governments in Korea are participating in UNICEF’s Child Friendly City (CFC) project.
UNICEF emphasizes the role of urban planning to realize a CFC; however, Korea only focuses on the welfare of
a CFC. This study aims to identify the characteristics of Germany’s CFC initiative and to consider the implications
for establishing a CFC in Korea. A literature review was used in this research to evaluate the importance of a
CFC. Herein, we suggest three implications based on the German CFC initiative to establish a domestic CFC. First,
there is a need for the government to develop appropriate urban planning techniques. Second, it is necessary to
consider the rights of child participation, legally. Third, a CFC initiative needs to be divided into “child friendly
city planning” and “youth friendly city planning.” The suggestions of this study will become the key factors to
establish a child-friendly environment in Korea in the near future.

Keywords: UNICEF’s Child Friendly City, Child Friendly Urban Planning, UN-Convention on the Rights of the
Child, Child and Youth Participation.
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Figure 1_The Number of Child Friendly Cities in
Korea and Germany Certified by UNICEF

13
12
10
10
8
6 5
4 3 I 3 3
2 2 M2 2
2 & 1 I
om0 NE=HERNEN NN

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

M South Korea B Germany

Source: Unicef Korea(https://www.unicef.or.kr/child-rights/initiative/
child-friendly- cities.asp); Unicef Germany (hetps://www.unicef.
de/ kinderfreundliche-kommunen).
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