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Seoul Metropolitan Government Policy Discourse in the are of
Local Autonomy and the Changing Patterns of
the Parks along the Hangang River
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Abstract

This paper presents an investigation into the changing process of the Hangang River based on the discourse about
its parks by the period. The study especially examined political and social drivers of the river during the period
of municipal administration by mayors that held office after popular elections when the full-blown construction of
parks along the river began along with the policy intentions of subjects that led changes to the spaces of the river
and the changing patterns of park sites that were actually turned into parks along the river. The outcomes included
the followings: first, the policies of making a park along the river promoted the recovery of naturality and the
continuation of ecological restoration and reinforced landscape improvement and cultural foundations over time; sec-
ondly, park sites gradually emphasized visual designs and moved in a direction of valuing cultural activities and
vatious experiences while keeping their sustainable ecological designs. Finally, the parks along the river made changes
from the finite spatial meanings of natural environments to the meanings and roles as places offering landscapes,

connections to the downtown, and experiences for citizens.
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Table 1_ Resrarch Data of the Constructor
Category Designation Source Main contents
Establishment of Seoul Metropolitan City Master Plan Seoul(1996) Changes in Urban Planning
. Plan Background,
Master Plan Report for Hangang River Development Seoul(1983)
Content, Purpose
New Seoul, Korea River master plan report/Archives Seoul(2000) Policy data
Millennium Park Master Plan Seoul(2000) Planning and Design
Planting 10 million trees of life 1998-2002 Policy and
X R Seoul(2002)
A Study on the Policy Performance of Green Areas in Seoul Hangang Park Data
Plan Back d
Seoul Forest Creation basic and detailed design report Seoul(2004) an Background,
Content, Purpose
Seoul Master Plan of Hangang River Renaissance Seoul(2007) Policy data
Data Specialized projects for Banpo area and installation of Plan Background,
. . . Seoul(2007)
fountains design documentation Content, Purpose
. . . Hangang River Hangang River
2030 B: lan fc al f the H: Ri
30 Basic plan for nacural restoracion of the Hangang River Business Office(2013) | Natural Restoration Plan
. Hangang River Park
Master Plan for Hangang River Management Seoul(2015)
Management Plan
A study on the establishment of a comprehensive plan for restoration of]| . .
. . . Seoul(2015) Planning and Design
the nature of the Han River and conversion of tourism resources
Nodeul I'sland Specialized‘Space Creation' Project basic and Seoul(2017) Planning and Design
implemented design comprehensive report
Seoul M f
. Seoul History Archive <o .useum © Maps, interviews
Online History
Data Seoul City Homepage Seoul City Seoul City Government Plan
Hangang River Business Office Seoul City Basic design report
Maeil Economy, Kyunghyang Shinmun, Chosun Ilbo, X
Newspaper . Policy Newspaper
. Yonhap News, Korean Economy, Asian Economy, 1962~2020 .
Media Article Search
Hankyoreh, Dong-A Ilbo, SBS News., TBS News
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Figure 3 _Nanji Hangang River Park Basic Plan
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Figure 5 _Banpo District Plan_Landscape Comprehensive Plan
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Municipalities era (Mayor of Seoul by period)

Category 1st Cho Soon 2nd Go Geon 3rd Lee Myung-bak | 4=5th Oh Se-hoon | 5~7th Park Won-soon
(1995~1997) (1998~2002) (2002~2006) (2006~2011) (2011~2020)
* Municipalities era | * Ecological * Balanced Development .
. . . * A New Change in .
* Ecological restoration in Gangnam and Gangbuk . * Urban Regeneration
Background i K . . Leisure Culture
environment and * Preparation for the | * Green area improvement . ) New Deal
K K . * Tourist attraction
green areas new millennium in Living Area
* Nature restoration | | Ecological habica . Ecologic-al restoration | ® Restructurin-g of
¢ Flood control of i * Expanding the green Urban Spatial - L
environment . ¢ Citizen Participation
Purpose the Hangang area of the park Structure in the .
. K * Waterfront o K  Cultural attraction
* Consideration for * Public-private Hangang River
. Development . .
citizen use partnership * Symbolization
Policy * 5-Year Park Green | * New Seoul Woori | ® Increasing 4 million | ® Design Seoul X
. . . . * Urban regeneration
Content Area Expansion Hangang River of green area in * Hangang River ect(2014)
oject
Project(1996) (1999 living area(2004) Renaissance Plan(2007) broy
Ecological G * Considering the Citi Pasticivacs
* Ec 1 . reen Spas * Citizen Participation
Result & | ¢ Creating an oogc. e,e ,P < . Ecology, Culture ¢ cipato
] . restoration * Public-private partnership o through New Town
Meaning ecological park L. L K and Connectivity i
* Citizen Participation | * Consider the landscape . Regeneration Process
of Hangang River
Ecological i Ecological ipheral
Ecological, natural, Ecological ColBIC ressoratpn, CO0BICE, ?érlp © Citizens' Participation,
Issue . . K landscape, public-private connectivity,
and civic usability restoration ) . . Ecology
partnership tourist attraction
* Choi Yongho(2005) | * Seoul Metropolitan i * Seoul Metropolitan
i * Seoul Metropolitan .
* Seoul Institute and | Government(2000c) * Seoul Metropolitan Government (2014--2019)
References ] . Government.(2004) .
The Institute of * Cultural Heritage Choi Yongho(2004) Government(2007a) | * Seoul Metropolitan
. ) 1,
Seoul Studies(2001) | Department(2001) o Tong Government(2018)
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Table 3 _ Analysis of Hangang River Park Sites and Comprehensive Discourse
Municipalities era (Mayor of Seoul by period)
Category 1st Cho Soon 2nd Go Geon 3rd Lee Myung-bak | 4-5th Oh Se-hoon | 5-7th Park Won-soon
(1995~1997) (1998~2002) (2002~20006) (2006~2011) (2011~2020)
Policy * Ecological Park Ecological Natural Evolution, Network, Recovery and .
. A ! Cultural Attractions
Ideology | Citizen use Culture Regeneration creation
Gild Ecological | Nanii 1L Ri Ttukseom Forest B -
1 1, 1 anju angan; Verr an] angan;
Park ong Beologlc ) 8308 ¢ (Hangang River PO 8308 Nodeul Island(2017)
Park(1996) Park(2002) Park (2007)
R Waterfront Park)
e * A spot that citizens
}; P Feological park * Maintain Nature * Natural ecology Creating a can enjoy
rpos 1cal ar)
S Hrbose cological b * Civic leisure activities | ® Citizen Participation | landmark in Seoul | * Improving the
e Landscape Level
n
t * Gl d Arts §
a . . . * Ecological restoration fure an i S PE ], Citizen-led participation
t Concept Ecological recovery | Ecological restoration . . * Connect with the
i * Civic activity . * Culture and arts
v surroundings
¢ . i . * Gangnam-Gangbuk | * Minimize existing
P . . Construction of a | ® Ecological restoration . .
. * Ecosystem conservation Connection space maintenance
a Direction : K natural stream along | * Waterfront Space K i
r * Environment friendly . e * Creating diverse * Culture and art
k the Hangang River Utilization X A
cultural spaces considerations
* Ecological * Viewpoint Planning | * First pedestrianization .
. . . . . . * Creating a space open
Design Eco-friendly Restoration Method | ® Peripheral connection | of a bridge o diti d hisc
Features waterfront park * Greenery-centered land wse | ¢ Eco-friendly facilities | * Peripheral connection EO Cll 1z_e:ls ;1: 'S -ory
* Ecologic Storatiof
* Gurved snooth flow system | © Marina water leisure | ® Landscape View Plan 8! ration
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Table 3_ Analysis of Hangang River Park Sites and Comprehensive Discourse (continued)

Municipalities era (Mayor of Seoul by period)
Category 1st Cho Soon 2nd Go Geon 3rd Lee Myung-bak | 4-5th Oh Se-hoon | 5~7th Park Won-soon
(1995~1997) (1998~2002) (2002~2006) (2006~2011) (2011~2020)
. Cruise dock, * Natural Revetment * Banpo Bridge Fountain
Major . ) . Complex
e * Wetland Park Natural © Prospective Walking Bridge | ¢ Square waterfront space
R Facilities ) . Cultural Space
e Ecological Zone * Waterfront Park, Dock | * Floating Island
P
r . * Maximizing the
e * Expectations of K
s . potential of the * Complex Cultural
Environmentally . * Development .
¢ . * Landfill Parking . Hangang River Space
n . Friendly Waterfront Considering Urban A
t | Evaluation Park * Flood control of the S * Attraction * Ecology and art
ar] ace
? criticism . Hangang b . * Surrounding area | * Citizens’ participation
: * Animal and . .| * Hangang River Tour . .
1 X * Regret for citizenship o maintenance in the whole process
v Plant Ecological Course Connectivity R .
e * Creation of of creation
Improvement i
P economic value
a
Visibili . Ecol i
]r( Environmental Ecological restoration, Ecology, citizen ISIbEy, eco Og_y’ CO_Ofgy’ -artlstry,
Issue X i L landscape, symbolism, participation, user
friendliness, ecology naturalness participation, landscape A . . .
external orientation orientation
* Seoul Metropolitan
* Seoul Metropolitan Government(2000) * Seoul Metropolitan
Master Government(2002) | * Seoul Metropolitan Government(2004) ® Seoul Han River * Topos Architects
R plan and | * Seoul Metropolitan Government(2002) | ¢ Environment and Business Headquarters | Office and MMK
e design Government(2014— | * Seoul Metropolitan Landscape, “Seoul (2007) Plus.(2017)
g 2019) History Compilation | Forest Creation Plan”
r Committee(2001)
e
n * Choi Byungd * Hong $ 2014
c * Dong-A 11bo(1996) | * Seoul Metropolitan o1 Byungdoo ong Sungta( )
e K b Hi Compilati (2007) * Yonhap News Agency
. nghyan, ist mpilation
S | Discourse | .2 08Wang oy Sompriatio , * Yoon Hyukyul, Park | (2012.02.07)
. Newspaper(1996) Committee(2011) * Choi Byungdoo(2007) .
Materials i R Hyun-chan. (2008) * Newsis(2014.12.22.)
* Chosun 11bo(1998) | * Maeil Business
Ch 1Ibo(1999) Newspaper(2002.05.13) * Yonhap News * Hankyoreh Newspaper
. sun pape .05.13.
oS Ageny(2006.08.23) | (2019.09.18.)
3. ZAEMT} CHAXIe] B o TeFEHo] AElT T BE e SAAAPL
U B gl o] £8 olgch
TR ZF A7 82 £42Q1 A3 ogo] o 371 Ask HIESE, 9] oo yehdt H4
3200l RHE ZS 2RI 4= Qlek 25402 {4 ZolAe AeiEdat T8 FehS sk =i A
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of thet 112, 59 eHgate] A7, Hash 9 T 47|15 El= 3t FEE Xl A4 odos
2 Zrol7b Fofl Ytk o] 7 HAEE Stiglste] dhdzl= 7
T17] Adeld el 287 ARl o0& AR, AESS AEskl RAF TS FAIRE
ok 1= veht A3 ool A, AF AJHE ok 571 R = eV dled, Hobde xsiar A
= /oM =L oo met HEE2 AHRES Ao} ARlE ot 2 dAS] g FSAlSh= o8At AI%F
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