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The Pandemic Scenes of Pyongyang:
Focus on the Photographs of Rodong Sinmun in 2018 ~2021

o4 3] Ahn Jin-Hee*

Abstract

This paper examines the pandemic scenes of Pyongyang, the capital of North Korea, through Rodong Sinmun
photographs. Based on the theatricality that citizens want to see and be seen at the same time, scenes are created
by developing this tendency in the background of the city. This paper considers that scenes are composed of “place

9

personality,” “groups of people,” and “purpose of actions,” and examines Rodong Sinmun photographs according
to the components of these scenes. To this end, this paper compares and analyzes two groups of photos divided
by the time when COVID-19 occurred. Next, the content analysis is visualized on the Pyongyang map based on
the geographic coordinate system. Pyongyang’s pandemic scenes were visualized in the southeast of the Daedong
River. It is a large-scale, new, sanitary city in terms of its appearance, but its actual productivity has faded. On
the other hand, amid the changes caused by the epidemic worldwide, it is required to consider whether the situation
in North Korea can still be limited to the term “spedificity.” The dramatic device of the Rodong Sinmun photographs,
which is set in the city, plays a part in the new normal that the pandemic has brought to the wotld. However,
as it intervenes more in daily life than before the pandemic, the Pyongyang pandemic scenes have moved away

from the new normal at the individual level.
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Table 1_The Scene Components of Rodong Sinmun Photographs

Scene
Components

Details

Examples

Character of

Industrial Facilities

Factory/Industrial Complex, Repair Stations, Power Plants, related Research Institutes

Agricultural Facilities

Agricultural/Stockbreeding/Fishing Industry, Related Research Institutes

Cultural Facilities

Square, Theatre, Museum, Monument, Revolutionary Historic Site, Exhibition Hall,
Gymnasium, Swimming Pool, Stadium

Living Facilities

Shop, Restaurant, Public Bath, Department Store, postal facility, Publishing House, Family

Place Houses, Neighborhood Unit
Educational Facilities Nursery School, Orphanage, School, University
Transportation Facilities Infrastructure such as Airport, Railway Station, Road, and Means of Transportation
Safety and Health Facilities | Hospital, Clinic, Preventative Measure Office, Sanatorium, related Research Institutes
Entertainment Facilities Amusement Park, Public Park, Zoo, Water Park, Hotel, Inn
. e Encouragement of Production Activities in Industrial Facilities, Research Activities,
Production Activities .. L.
Management and Beautification of the Site in Charge
Propaganda Activities Political Business Meetings, Rally, Agitation and Propaganda Activities, Industrial Exhibition
Visiting Monuments, Visiting Historic Sites/Historical Halls, Exhibition of Photos, Art,
Commemorative Activities Souvenirs, and Plants related to Leaders and Parties, Banquets, Commemorative Reports,
Exhibition of Leader’s Achievements, Visiting the History Room in Industrial Facilities
Construction Activities Construction or Completion of Landscapes, Disaster Prevention and Restoration
Performance Activities Drama/Music/Dance Performances, Parade Ceremonies, Group Gymnastics, People’s Hall, Celebration
Purpose of | Safety and Health Activities | Prevention of Infectious Diseases, Treatment, Nursing
Action . . Childcare, Lectures and Practices, Teaching Methods Research, School Physical Education,
Educational Activities o .
Training in Production Areas
. Foreigners Entering and Leaving the Country, Residents Traveling Ooverseas or Other Areas,
Travel Activities . . e
Boarding Transportation Facilities
. L. Neighborhood Unit/Retired Soldier/Educator/Student/Athlete/Child, etc. Individual and
Visiting Activities . - .
Family Visits to Homes and Institutions
Physical Activities Sports Competitions, Physical Training, Public Sports
Commercial Activities Commerce and Consumption
Leisure Activities Recreation, Entertainment, Tourism, Horseback Riding, Folk Games, Spectacles
1-20 Political Education Project for Production Units, Visiting Monuments in Industrial Facilities,
Visiting Monuments of Foreigners, Preventative Activities, Home Visits
21-100 Construction works, Performances to Increase Production and Encourage Workers to go to work
Number of
People 101-500 Visiting Exhibitions, Leisure Activities in Large Open Spaces, Watching Sports Events
501-2000 Monumental Events Balls, Concerts/Plays/Performances
2000- Parade Ceremony, Mass Game, New Year’s fireworks
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Figure 5_Monthly Trend of “Character of Place” Before and After the Outbreak of COVID—19 (a)
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Figure 6 _The Total Number of People Before and
After the Outbreak of COVID—19 in the Photographs
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Figure 7 _Monthly Trend of “Number of People”

Before and After the Outbreak of COVID—19
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Figure 8 _The Number of Photographs by Details Classified According to
“Purpose of Action”
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Figure 10 _Pyongyang Heat Maps Before and After the COVID—19 Outbreak (a)
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Note: GCS: Location of the place reported in Rodong Sinmun photograph
Data value: Pyongyang administrative district corresponding to the reported place
Filter value 1: 1~5 levels in “Number of People”
Filter value 2: Health Activities in “Purpose of Action”

Source: Excel 3D Maps.

Table 2 _ Activities at Hospitals Reported in Photographs after the Outbreak of COVID—19

Hospital Behavioural i ... Number of | Ratio of COVID-19
Name Intention 5 ic Activities photos | Prevention activities
. Safety and Health Activities Prevention of COVID-19 8
Kim Man Yu - - -
Hospital Safety and Health Activities Medical Staff Activities 6 53.3%
ospi
P Production Activities Business Trips to Industrial Sites 1
P, i f COVID-1
Safety and Health Activities reve1'1t10n o — 9 >
Ryugyong Medical Staff Activities 2 38.4%
Dental Hospital Construction Activities Commemorating the Construction of the Hospital 3 o
Propaganda Activities The Ideological Practice of Medical Staffs 3
Ryugyong Safety and Health Activities Prevention of COVID-19 5
General Safety and Health Activities Medical Staff Activities 3 45.6%
Ophthalmic Construction Activities Commemorating the Construction of the Hospital 1 o
Hospital Propaganda Activities The Ideological Practice of Medical Staffs 2
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Gk 8ol 4Bt BlES APARITH<Table 2> 345, ke, AASHPLA e o= ARl <Figure
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Figure 11 _ Pyongyang Heat Maps Before and After the COVID—19 Outbreak (b)
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Note: GCS: Location of the place reported in Rodong Sinmun photograph

Data value: Pyongyang administrative district corresponding to the reported place

Filter value 1: 1~5 levels in “Number of People”

Filter value 2: Propaganda Activities in “Purpose of Action”

Source: Excel 3D Maps.

Figure 12 _Pyongyang Heat Maps Before and After the COVID—19 Outbreak (c)

Taésbngsan Spring
SWater Factory
s~

2018.1.~2019.8.

Pyongyang Taedonggang
Seafood Restaurant®™
-

Pyong’yang Municipal
Sports Village 3 '

2020.1.~2021.8.

Pctonggang-guyok

housing construction sitej ¥ & Fyongyang Genoralospital

construction site
-

L 4

8]

The construction site of
10,000 apartments

»

&)

®)

Note: GCS: Location of the place reported in Rodong Sinmun photograph

Data value: Pyongyang administrative district corresponding to the reported place

Filter value 1: 1~5 levels in “Number of People”

Filter value 2: Construction Activities in “Purpose of Action”

Source: Excel 3D Maps.
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B8 Walrkwale 2020). $-2] Ak} 7178 Aol
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Table 3 _The Assumption about Rodong Sinmun Photographs as a New Normal Theater Caused by the Pandemic

Cate Social Change caused Normal before | New Normal | New Normal dramatization assumption based
LRy by the Pandemic the Pandemic | by Pandemic on Rodong Sinmun Photographs
A Strengthened State and a Reports on North Korea’s Domestic and
" Reinforced Sationalism Mobility Stability International Travel will Decrease
Collective ’ ’
Level | Citizens secking National Government Opennes, Closure, National Commemorative Events and
Cosmopolitanism Statism Large-scale Propaganda Activities will be
Retreat from Hyperglobalization reported in more Variety
Online activities
Personl At-home Job Crowd, Person, Reports on Small, 'Face—fo—face A'ct'iv'ities
Un-contact (Visiting/Commercial/Leisure Activities)
Level Self-sufficiency Contact .
will Decrease
Home Training

Source: Walt, S. M., Niblett, R., Mahbubani, K., Ikenberry, G. J., O’Neil, S. K., Menon, S., and Nye Jr., J. S. et al.(2020), Modified.

14) heeps://foreignpolicy.com/2020/03/20/world-order-after-coroanvirus-pandemic/ (20223 119 17 3.
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Figure 13 _ Pyongyang Heat Maps Before and After the COVID—19 Outbreak (d)

2020 1 ~2021.8.

@)

®)

Note: GCS: Location of the place reported in Rodong Sinmun photograph

Data value: Pyongyang administrative district corresponding to the reported place

Filter value 1: 1~5 levels in “Number of People”
Filter value 2: Travel Activities in “Purpose of Action”
Source: Excel 3D Maps.

Figure 14 _Pyongyang Heat Maps Before and After the COVID—19 Outbreak (e)
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Note: GCS: Location of the place reported in Rodong Sinmun photograph

Data value: Pyongyang administrative district corresponding to the reported place

Filter value 1: 4~5 levels in “Number of People”

Filter value 2: Propaganda and Commemorative Activities in “Purpose of Action”

Source: Excel 3D Maps.
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Note: GCS: Location of the place reported in Rodong Sinmun photograph

Data value: Pyongyang administrative district corresponding to the reported place

Filter value 1: Only 1 level in “Number of People”

Filter value 2: Visiting, Commercial and Leisure Activities in “Purpose of Action”

Source: Excel 3D Maps.
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