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The Impact of Regional Characteristics on Regional Development in Non—Metropolitan
Regions: Focusing on the Moderating and Mediating Effects of Foreign Worker Influx

&M% Song Sunyoung”, 2%l Nam Jin™

Abstract

This study aims to analyse the impact of inflows of foreign workers on the development of non—metropolitan
regions. Declining birth rates and an ageing population have led to a fall in the economically active population,
resulting in labour shortages in these areas. In such circumstances, regional production and consumption
activities are likely to contract, reducing vitality and potentially leading to a regional crisis. In response to this
challenge, the government has introduced a new population framework and is actively promoting foreign labour
policies. This study examines the current status and spatial distribution of foreign workers, analysing the direct
and indirect effects of non—metropolitan characteristics on regional development and foreign worker inflows.
The findings suggest that the spatial distribution of foreign workers in non—-metropolitan areas depends on the
type of stay and is influenced by job opportunities and socio—cultural settlement environments. Furthermore,
the characteristics of non—-metropolitan regions directly affect regional development and indirectly affect it
through foreign worker inflows. These results suggest an interdependent relationship between population
dynamics, industry, settlement environments and policy frameworks, all of which contribute positively to regional
development. Based on these results, we propose the following policy implications: securing spatial diversity
in the implementation of foreign workforce policies: introducing policies tailored to regional characteristics; and
establishing ongoing management measures to support stable settlement.
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