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Unlike advanced countries, Korea was not developed gradually and was modernized forcefully by 

Japan and it led to the process of contradictory history. Although the history of dance also 

passed through such process and produced many problems, there are over 30 dance departments in 

university now and creative works are actively made in field. Unfortunately, in secondary school 

which acts as public educational institution, only female students take dance class and dance 

teachers also receive a license as a part of physical education subject. Such case is considered 

ironic in the world dance history.  

The space of pre- and post-1945 Liberation is the period when the contradictory process of dance 

education is seen apparently. Korean modern dance education reintroduced Japanese dance 

education which digested well European system in their own way, resulting in forming a distorted 

educational system. In other words, European educational style was introduced through Japanese 

dance educational system and American educational style, through private schools or groups 

founded by foreign Christian missionaries. Whether an introduction to dance education by Japan 

or Christian missionaries, it is true that all of them intended to contain their country? color 

through ?lay?which was a regular subject. 

Although Korean dance education was absolutely affected by Japan, the movement of forming modern 

educational system sprouted at that time. This sprout contributed to the establishment of 

<Joseon Educational Dance Institute> and they strived to make a professional and reproduction 

system. Although their central figures moved to North Korea or were lost during the Korean War, 

the trace of history was identified by their trainers. 

The purpose of this study is to examine the process of settling a dance education in an 

political upheaval in Korean modern history and historically trace how dance was changed as an 

modern educational concept and what point it missed in the turning point. 
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