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Abstract

Prince Hyomyung : The Big Patron of Chosun Court Dance

Mal Borg Kim
Professor of Dance
Ewha Womans University

The prince Hyomyung(1809-1830) was the most artistic, acdemic and literary
king of Chosun dynasty. But most importantly, he was the king of Chosun dynasty
who loved dance. Prince Hyomyung was a proxy king(1827-1830) for his ill father
king Sunjo(1790-1834), the 23rd king of Chosun dynasty. Before his sudden and
mysterious death, he almost accomplished his father’s wish to strengthen royal
powers and restrain the politically big family in power which was a great threat to the
king and its throne at that time.

During his regime, prince Hyomyung used court banquets and court dances as
his political medium to uphold the royal authority and to expel his political threat from
the court. Before Hyomyung’s regime the court banquet was diminishing in its scale
and opportunities, but he made the court banquet into a luxurious and complex
political ritual to show his policy to honor the king and the royal powers. He held
several empirical court banquets and wrote euroly and lyrics of the songs and dances
performed at the banquets. Therefore, He reestablished the styles of banquet and
court dances of the late period of the Chosun dynasty. In its process, he expanded
the dance repertoire for court banquets and made dance as the focus and flower of
the royal banquet culture. Prince Hyomyung made and recreated 26 new court
dances for his banquets. This is a great contribution when it is compared with the 53
court dance repertoire danced up to the end of the Chosun dynasty.

In the process of making new dances for the banquet, he restored old dances
of the Koguryo and Shilla dynasties which was internationally known for its artistry.
And he eliminated chinese style music and dance structure and established an
independent style of court dances. Furthermore, he used korean myths and folk tales
as the theme and content of the dances he made. Thus he formed and perfected the
original characteristics of Chosun culture in dance which this writer called it the
‘Jinkyung culture in dance’.

Keywords: Prince Hyomyung (&A1 A}), Chosun Court Dance(ZA15-54A)), Dance
Politics(5-87% %), Korean Court Banquet(-g-%1}), Dance of the Jinkyung
Era(X7gAch )
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