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7) John Hope Frankin(1969). A History of Negro Americans 3rd edition(New
York: Random House), pp. 80-81.
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Abstract

A study on the influence of African American Dance during the
Formation of American Jazz Dance

Hwan Son*, Inhae Bae**
Professor of Sports Chung-Ang University*.
Doctoral Course of Physical Education in Chung-Ang University**.

To study the influence of African American Dance during the formation of
American Jazz Dance was conducted through the research into a wide variety of
publications and magazines and other articles ranging from history of African
American Immigration into the United States to American dance history itself. The
Study had focused on mainly two areas, the formation of African American
dance(New Orleans, Minstrel, Dance Hall) and the characteristics of African American
dance(Religious, Artistic, Commercial), and had reached the following conclusions.

First, African American Dance originated from African traditional dances and
rhythms which were well preserved during their immigration into the United States.
Although they were abducted and put to slavery working in the plantations, the dance
and rhythms had widely spread. Even though working conditions were harsh and
control was tight these elements had provided deeper attachment to the traditions
and traditional dance throughout the enslaved population.

Second, African American Dance had a unique characteristic which had a
public appeal. In particular, the natural movement of the body, the flexibility to
improvise, various motions of the lower body and other distinctions were put together
in American Jazz Dance and therefore forming an original and popular style of dance.

Third, African American Dance which roots from individual unique religions has
undergone a long history of changes until it had finally reached theaters as a form of
performing arts. The motions and movements were studied and applied to Jazz Dance
which had widened its means of expression. Naturally, it had formed and developed a
unique culture which enabled the African American population to provide American
Jazz Dance to the public in a more intimate form, later on contributing largely to the
popularity as well as the development of American Jazz Dance.
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As the study reveals the natural and common motions and movements of
African American dances has made a large influence in development and growth of
American Jazz Dance. Although African American Dance has had a large influence
in Jazz Dance there were little attention given to this topic. Further research on the
agenda of the influence of African American Dance in the development of American
Jazz Dance should be studied in the future.

Keywords: The formation of American Jazz Dance(n]=+ A =2 & 4J), Negro
Dance(&- 91 5-4), New Orleans(77+2 2] 912), Minstrelsy(7l A E #HA)),
Dance Hall(h 2~ %)
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