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Abstract

The Research on the Characteristics of Expressions during the Period of
Modernization of Korean Dance — with Concentration on the Japanese Colonial Period
in Korea

L} Ju-Eun Ban

Professor of Suwon Women's College

It was during the Japanese colonial period, from 1910 through 1945, when the western modern dance
has been introduced into Korea. During that period the Korean modern dance has been started and they have
made a lot of efforts to make the Korean traditional dance be changed into a modernized and creative dance.
The Korean Neo—dance in line with modernization of Korea is the combination between Korean traditional
dance and western dancing art. Therefore, the research on the characteristics of the dance during the
Japanese colonial period seems important in view of Korean dance history.

The purpose of this paper is to try to figure out the future direction of Korean modern dance for the
twenty first century through the demonstration of the expression style and characteristics of Korean dance
during the period of Japanese colony.

Seunghee Choi and Taekwon Cho, the frontiers of Korean modern dance, tried to develop thier new
style of dancing art with the limitation in progress under the colony. Initially, they simply copied the
Japanese modern dance and later on, they started trying to create their own style of dance. By realizing
"our own stuff", they try to adapt the new method of Korean dance, which eventually becomes the corner
stone of the "Korean modern dance".

However, they are also exposed to the criticism that they have not overcome the limitation in
originality because they could not successfully accomodating the artistic value of Korean traditional dance
due to the lack in full understanding and study in Korean dance and complete training. For the complete
originality of Krean dance, full analysis is necessary regarding Korean spiritual and original contents. On
top of that, we need modern interpretation where the modern artistic concepts and measures are
incorporated.

In this respect, the characteristics of expressions in Korean dance in the modernization process of
Korean dance under colony are as follows :

Firstly, the modernization of Korean dance was based upon the tradition. they have introduced
creativeness into Korean traditional dance even though it was not good enough to reach the perfect
artistic modernism, It is certain, however, that they have enlarged the scope of Korean dance.

Secondly, It was shown that there was the spirit of resistance in light of expressionism. The
characteristics of expressionism of modern dance seems to be well matched with the special situation in
Korea under the colonial pressure. The racial spirit of resistance against the Japanese colony has
conferred the new value on the social role of the dance in tems of avant—garde artistic tendency.
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