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Abstract

A Study on the Costume of Crown Prince Hyo Myung

at the Designation Ceremony in Chosun Dynasty

Songok Ryu

President

Korea Royal Costume research Institute

It is notable that Chosun Dynasty has witnessed no crowning of a king because
crown prince who had already been designated as next king automatically got
throne when the former king passed away or got into the similar crisis. So
designation of a crown prince as the next king was to establish the foundation
of the nation and endowment of a special title(&EGU) for him was to secure
public endorsement. It was considered very important. Necessarily, the ceremony
for this event was grand.

The ceremony was a backbone of inheritance and consolidation of kingship, so it
was arranged as a great national feast. Records of each ceremony were cautiously
kept and the costume in the ceremony became a sort of prototype for the needs in
the future of the kingdom. Manual for the ceremony of designation of crown
prince (éYa!i-6u0EO Egé&sIu) that recorded details of the ceremony and its
procedure is an invaluable material that we can share now.

In Chosun Dynasty, they have designation ceremonies for crown prince, eldest son
of crown prince, brother of crown prince, princess, consort of crown prince, and
consort of son of crown prince. Among them the designation ceremony of crown
prince got the utmost importance. Before the designation, an envoy extraordinary
was sent to China for the notification of the ceremony for crown prince, then a
special envoy from Chinese Emperor visited King of Chosun with an approval
letter for the designation and EmperorOs presents. Through the hands of three
high rank officials headed by the executive chief (0 8«&a) of the ceremony
committee, the king endowed the writ of appointment, the plate of designation
and royal jade seal to the crown prince.

The head official wore a full ceremony. It consisted of a black cap made of gold
wired gauze, red dress suit, red lower cloth, white gauze undercloth, red silk
gauze knee cover, wide silk belt rhinoceros horn belt, jade accessories attached
to belt and embroidery decoration gung on the back of silk belt. Each of the
other officials of the organizing committee also wore the similar costume.

Keywords: Manual for the ceremony of designation of crown
prince (;0%4AUAY - Epun® "ACtE-&Y4 ! 1-61U0ED EgédIu), designation ceremony of crown
prince (;0'%4AUAY - E-&Y4 ! 1-610E), executive chief (upA'AT-0"6«583a), writ of

appointment (3, i-I¢Un), plate of designation (AxA¥-70éii)
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