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Abstract

A Study on Antonin Artaud’s ‘Theatre of Cruelty’ Inherent in
Pina Bausch’s Works

Shin Hee Ahn

Instructor of Dance
SangMyung University

This study’s purpose is to help understand Pina Bausch’s works explaining the
concept of cruelty play and the play’s elements that are exposed in Bausch’s works.

Cruelty play is a play that ignites by elevating the feelings and sensations that
are latent in man’s inside to the extent of emanating them transcending time and
space. Therefore, Artaud’s cruel manner needs a strong energy that can awaken the
conscientiousness of people. The energy, as a whole spectacular space that mobilizes
all stagey media including physical energy, stimulates strongly men’s experiences and
makes possible the physical assimilation. Moreover, he asserts the audience’s
absorption in order to accomplish the perfect physical assimilation between the
audience and the stage. The absorption is a state of greater absorption that went
through the phases of astonishment and refusal, and his play’s structure shows
intensely a structure of conflict to draw this absorption. Artaud considers that the
depth of the audience’s purification could become deeper when the structures of
conflict and experience are intenser.

Such cruelty’s ideology and structure of Artaud are laid strongly at the base of
Pina Bausch’s works. Artaud’s core concepts over his ‘conflict-experience-refusal-
physical assimilation-purification” are rediscovered in the elements that form the bases
of Bausch’s works.

First, Bausch exposes the conflict treating her subjects as things related to
man’s drive, psycho-social compulsions and restrictions, and she is amplifying the
conflict with the audience by composing the frameworks of her works using
montaging techniques. This kind of structure of conflict surely vields and leads the
audience’s experiences, and also Bausch is making use of the elements like this in a
very cruel manner. And then, she is accomplishing the physical assimilation between
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the stage and the audience with a spectacular stage whose environment is maximized
merging the whole media of the stage and placing emphasis on the movements of
the body whose energy is stronger than that of language in a way to amplify the
experiences. Consequently, Pina’s concepts of ‘conflict-experience-physical
assimilation-thinking/thought’ that are found in the elements of her dance show some
aspects of cruelty play’s character like the concepts of ‘conflict-experience-physical
assimilation-purification’ in Artaud. The difference between them is as follows :
Artaud led all elements of cruelty play for the purpose of healing that makes man
recover his forgotten original nature. Bausch is offering through public performances
certain thinkings and thoughts that we are looking for by adopting Bertolt Brecht’s
alienation technique to make us use our reason that is another aspect of man.

Keywords: Cruelty Play(%+2-91=4), Conflict(Z-5), Experience(#]| $l), Assimilation(

3}), Purification( 2})
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