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Abstract

Study on the Transformation of Cultural Policies in Mid and
Late Joseon Periods and the Patterns in Royal Court Dance

Byungju Ahn
Professor of Dance
Kyung Hee University

This study examined the transformation of cultural policies in Mid and Late
Joseon Periods and the patterns in royal court dance based on cultural historical
background and cultural policy research, with emphasis on the said periods where
there have been only a limited number of studies on cultural policy organizations and
songs and dances performed during court events. The reason for such emphasis is
that Joseon Korea was the period of the most noticeable transformation and
advancement regarding royal court performances in terms of Korean dance history,
in particular, Mid and Late Joseon Periods, where a relatively smaller number of
studies are available as related specifically to the examination of patterns of changes
in cultural policies and court dance performances.

The limited scope of this study is to ensure full-scale investigation of patterns of
music and dance entertainment performed in court that reflect the transformations in
the cultural historical background and the cultural policies throughout Mid and Late
Joseon Korea whose beginning can be traced back to Early Joseon Period.
Examination of the patterns of cultural historical background, policy organizations and
court dance items is also believed to shed light on the reasons behind the cultural
changes, i.e., cultural depression and revival. Furthermore, the scope of this study will
likely complement the body of research that has been rather overemphasizing certain
periods in terms of Joseon Korea’s royal court dance research.

The results of this study showed that the improvement of musical policies and
music theories implemented mostly by the cultural policy organizations in Mid and
Late Joseon Periods had served as a tool to establish regulations, policies and theories
regarding royal court dance, contributing to the institutionalization of the Periods’
music, dance and decorum and that not only cultural policies but also court
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entertainments were transformed as with the enthronement of each monarch.

As opposed to the magnificent cultural manifestations of Early Period, Joseon
Korea in its Mid and Late Periods witnessed the relaxation in cultural policy
organizations and the dramatic decrease in royal court dance items due to frequent
wars and disturbances, which indicates the Dynasty was entering an era of political,
social and cultural decline. Cultural patterns of Joseon Korea began to develop from
King Jungjong in Mid Period and continued to expand, more or less, up to King
Gojong in Late Period. Frequent re-naming and work scope changes, in particular, of
those organizations were observed in this study and based on the expansion of court
entertainment items, political, social and cultural stability as well as high levels of
interest in such areas were believed to be present.

keywords: Mid and Late Period of the Joseon Dynasty(Z 41 % - & 7]), cultural
policy(F3}H4 ), royal court dance(d Af), cultural policy organizations(:
3} A 2 7] ), Patterns in Royal Court Dance(¢1 3] £ %)
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