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Abstract

A Study on the Alienation of the Body and Communication
Represented in "The Cost of Living

Jiwon Lee
Lecturer in Dance
Ewha Womans University & Sungkyunkwan University

This research has analyzed and inquired into the view on the alienation of the
body and communication presented in "The Cost of Living,, the work of Lloyed
Newson, who is called the leader in contemporary dance. He informs of not a
political slogan, but the alienation of others, isolation and social perspective. He also
gradually reveals the emotional state of how an individual’s body reacts and changes
when it is influenced.

First of all, he expressed a symbolic relativity through the bodies of the various
dancers. Eddie Kay appears as a celebrity of the streets and David Toole is a disabled
dancer without both his legs who comes and goes through fantasy and reality while
showing incapability in the social bias. The two socially maladjusted characters appear
with the shy Rowen and an austic woman with a hula hoop. Moreover, in each
scene, the people, with a mid-life ballerina, look at the group of gays and the disabled
through the eyes of the other. This draws each theme and shows us the cross section
of our society. They emphasize the body language through movement and express
the point of communication and alienation of the other’s body. The description of the
small society on stage can be extended to all of menkind and it implies the
unavoidable power acting on all of us outside the stage.

Secondly, it is the rumination of the borderline point of the body. In the
production, the reoccurring lines and movements ask what makes something different
and they search for the boundary foundation of the body. Through David’s
movement, monologue, and exposure of the biased perspective of the others, the
production throws a question of whether these social norms are truthful. These
endeavors search for and urge the audience to look at the bodily hierarchy in a
different light.
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o



060121 ¥ (119-146) 0k2008. 1. 1810:5A M ©] #] 146 $

Lastly, the production spreads the message of liberty and freedom through the
body on stage. The productions above lead the others to listen to the voices of the
artists, especially those of the dancers and actors whose identity are based on their
body on the stage and its space, and dance. They hope the others can receive their
message of liberation.

The production as seen here reveals the picture of the coexisting others and
presents the lives of others who are together with us through an effective approach of
a dance. The appearance and exiting of each of the characters, and the collision and
harmony of the movements send the message of world peace and equality. This is a
meaningful production in the sense that it proposes to shed the narrow perspective of
norms of the body, try to understand the pain of the alienated and live together with
them in a society called a community.
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